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How do I know what my purpose in life is? 
  
We have just finished a fun series called Ask Anything. Pastor Arendell and I had fun answering your questions. 
We also loved all of the follow up questions and all the people who asked really good deep theological questions. 
We love answering questions and we love good theological conversations. Just because the series is over doesn't 
mean you can't ask us anything you want any time! 
  
Over the past few months we received more questions than we could answer in our sermons. I will try to answer 
some of those questions in this space over the next few months. You might find them interesting.  This month I'm 
going to answer the question:  How do I know what my purpose is in life? 
  
When I was a kid and even as a young man I fantasized about being rich. I guess I still do fantasize about being 
rich. The difference is that when I was young I actually assumed that someday I would be rich. Now I know that it's 
just a fantasy!  But when I was young I figured that I would end up doing something really significant in my life. I 
would invent something or write a series of mystery spy novels that would get picked up by Hollywood and made 
into movies. Or that whatever my career was I would become a leader in the field and make a significant 
contribution to the field and to society.   Maybe you can identify. I don't think I'm alone in having those thoughts, 
feelings and fantasies. The human psyche longs for significance, purpose and meaning.  The quest to achieve and 
fulfill those things often leads people to have bad priorities and make decisions in life that they later regret.  The 
quest often ruins families and faith.  This is why people who achieve wealth, fame, power and position almost 
always wind up empty and full of regret. 
  
But you don't have to accomplish anything significant or become wealthy or famous in order to wind up empty and 
full of regret.   All you really need to do is get caught up in the idea that your life should have some great 
significance, wealth or fame.  When we are attached to the idea that our purpose in life comes from the quest for 
significance or position, then emptiness will result whether we achieve it or not. 
  
The Bible gives us a much better idea of our purpose in life. Meditate on Ephesians 2:10  "For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do."   This verse is 
incredibly clear and incredibly profound. It tells us exactly why we were created! It tells us exactly what our purpose 
is in life - to do good works!   The Bible doesn't shy away from telling us exactly what those good works are 
either:  Feed the hungry.  Care for the sick.  Fight for the oppressed.  And in doing so, take advantage of every 
opportunity to tell people about Jesus Christ. 
  
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.  Romans 
12:3 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
BY BETTY J. YOUNGBLOOD 

Fiscal Year Review:  We have completed all 12 months (July 2019 through June 2020) of the 2019-

20 fiscal year.  The data below compare the 2019-20 fiscal year with the 2018-19 fiscal year. 

Total Income for the Church and School combined during the 2019-20 fiscal year was $3,565,943, 

compared to $3,828,997 in the 2018-19 fiscal year, a decrease of 6.9 % or $263,054. 

Church Income alone in 2019-20 was $2,399,672, compared to $2,652,708 in 2018-19, a decrease of 

9.5% or $253,036.   

School Income alone in 2019-20 was $1,166,272, compared to $1,176,288 in 2018-19, a decrease of 

0.9% or $10,016. 

Total Expenses for the Church and School combined in 2019-20 were $3,596,201, compared to 

$3,637,433 in 2018-19, a decrease of 1.1 % or $41,232.  

Church Expenses alone in 2019-20 were $1,974,472, compared to $1,953,986 in 2018-19, an increase 

of 1.0% or $20,486.   

School Expenses alone in 2019-20 were $1,621,728, compared to $1,683,447 in 2018-19, a decrease 

of 3.7% or $61,719.  

Budget Notes 

 Budget Deficit projection and year-end:  The 2019-20 fiscal year budget for the Church and School 

included a projected deficit of $232,702.  At the conclusion of the fiscal year, the deficit is $30,257, a 

great improvement over the projection. 

 Church and School Expenses:  Church and School leaders have done a remarkable job in 

consistently holding down expenses throughout the fiscal year.  As noted above, expenses for the 

Church and the School combined were down 1.1% compared to the previous fiscal year.   This is 

impressive budgetary performance for any organization.  Total real expenses were in fact down 9.0% 

from projected expenses in the 2019-20 fiscal year budget.  

 Electronic Giving:  Electronic giving to the Church has increased since the beginning of the 

coronavirus challenge.  During the months of March, April, May, and June, electronic giving averaged 

almost $94,000 per month.  In the prior six months, the monthly average was just under $60,000.  If 

you have questions about electronic giving, or need a little help in setting it up, please call Doni Vogt at 

586-781-3434, Extension 111.  You may also reach her by email at dvogt@splcs.net. 

Moving Forward:  The Moving Forward Campaign continues to do well, thanks to all of you.  

During the 2019-20 fiscal year alone, the people of St. Peter have generously contributed $589,046.31 to 

the Moving Forward Campaign!   

When we started the Campaign in November 2018, the mortgage balance was $4,753,915.  As of June 
30, 2020, the balance was $3,154,789. Since the coronavirus issues began, we have retained Moving 
Forward contributions in a local savings account in order to maximize budgetary flexibility in the event of a 
financial emergency. These funds currently total $207,871.  Pending resolution of the coronavirus 
challenges, these funds will be forwarded to the Church Extension Fund. Therefore, the “real” balance 
today is $2,946,918, representing a decrease of 38.0% from our beginning point in November 2018.  
Progress continues!  

mailto:dvogt@splcs.net
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A Devotional from Pastor Mark Arendell 

 

 Worship 

Worship Services 

ROBERT’S 

SECTION 

 

You know you’re getting old when the technology in your new car 
freaks you out. A couple of months back, I had to replace my vehicle. 
Because it had been so reliable, I decided to go with the same make and 
model. Well, a lot of things have changed in ten years. There are a lot 
of wonderful new features. One, however, caused the hairs on the back 
of my neck to stand up. This happened about two months ago. I had 
worked late and was heading home after 9 p.m. Night had fallen and 
while the church parking lot is well lit, Romeo Plank is not. My 
headlights were on and when I turned north on to Romeo Plank, they lit 
up the road in front of me. There were no headlights coming at me or 
behind me and that was when it happened. Like the flash of a camera 
the headlights changed from low beams to high. Suddenly, a far greater 
stretch of Romeo Plank became visible. With the flash of light, I was a 
little freaked out. My first thought was, wait a minute I didn’t touch 
anything. How did this happen?  Is there something wrong with my 
vehicle?  Or worse, did I not remember switching to the high beams?  
As I drove along, I thought maybe I should pull over and check this out.  
That was when I saw the headlights of another vehicle headed south. As 
soon as the headlights came into view there was another change. The 
headlights went from high beam back to low. That was when it hit me, 
duh, the headlights are automatic. Cool. It also hit me, man I am getting 
old.  The rest of the way home I had fun watching the headlights change 
from high beam to low beam without me touching a thing. The extra 
light was there as I needed it. I then thought how this world can be a 
very dark place and how we have light right when we need it the most. 

John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.” 

We live in a sometimes dark world. The world around us can be dark 
when we feel the weight of our own sin. The darkness closes in when 
we think we are alone facing all the troubles of this world. Jesus is the 
light in a very dark place of guilt with the forgiveness won on the cross.  
When darkness starts to creep in Jesus is there to remind you, you are 
not alone. Jesus is with you to guide you to your home in heaven. No 
matter how dark you think it is nothing will put out the light of Jesus.     

God Bless you, Pastor Mark Arendell 

Rattle by Elevation Worship has 

been at the top my playlist nonstop. 

This song is so much more than a 

catching melody with a big “drop.” It 

is rich with beautiful imagery from 

passages throughout the Bible. It 

brings us to Ezekiel in the valley of 

bones, to Lazarus coming out of the 

grave, the upper room and to a 

Garden with an empty tomb. This 

song reminds us, that the God who 

did all of those miracles, is bringing 

you and I out of a grave that without 

Him we couldn’t escape.  

 

Colossians 3:1-4  

 

Robert W. Costa, Dir. Of Modern 
Worship  

Robert’s Music Spotlight 

Traditional: Saturday - 6:00 p.m., Sunday - 8 & 9:30 a.m., Monday - 7:00 p.m. 

Modern:  Sunday - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday 9:30 & 11 a.m. livestreams available at StPeterMacomb.com 
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Service 
Volunteers are needed to make 
pickups of donated food from 
stores and bring to the Food 
Pantry. Exposure to others is very 
limited, you’ll mostly be driving 
your car or truck. Volunteers are 
also needed to pack and sort 
food at the Food Pantry. 
Donations of food and money are 
always needed as well! If you’d 
like to donate boxes, we ask that 

boxes are 18-22" Long X 12-16" Wide about the size of a 
copy paper box are what is needed. Please do not bring 
anything much smaller or larger or we will have to dispose 
of them. Thank you! 

Karen Foust 
Hope For the Hungry 

(586) 491-0652 
karenwiegand@gmail.com 
hopeforthehungrypantry.org 

Hope for the  
Hungry Food 

Pantry 
St. Peter is collecting NEW school 

book bags on behalf of the homeless 
and needy children in Macomb 

County that are served by Macomb 
Charitable Foundation beginning 
July 24. There are currently 1500 

homeless children in Macomb 
County that MCF is serving. All book 
bags will need to be dropped off at 
Cracklewood Golf Club, 18215 24 
Mile Rd, Macomb in the Proshop 

during business hours by Monday, 
August 10.  We are looking for 

book bags for children ages 4 
through 18. Thank you so much for 
being a blessing to these children. 
Questions, contact Jackie at (586) 

786-1977. 

 
Donations are 
now being taken 
for School Kits 
for Lutheran 
World Relief. 
Items needed: 

 70 sheet notebooks (no loose-leaf 
paper) 

 ballpoint pens, (no gel ink) 
 Erasers 
 12-inch rulers 
 pencil sharpeners 
 blunt scissors 
 drawstring backpack-style bags 

approximately 14"X17" with 
shoulder straps (no standard 
backpacks) 

 
Please deposit them into the bin in the 
church coat room.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Joyce 
Schwark (586) 524-9328. Thank you! 

Please continue to save sample or regular size bottles of 

shampoo, conditioner, lotions, soap, deodorant, dental floss, 

toothpaste, etc. for Luke Project 52 Clinic and Turning Point.  

They can be deposited in the appropriate drawer in the 

church coat room. If you have any questions, please contact 

Joyce Schwark (586) 524-9328  Thank you! 

Kitten & Cat Food Drive 

For the benefit of All About Animals 

located in Warren, MI 

Please help us raise 1,000 pounds of 

kitten and cat food (Purina, 

Eukanuba, Blue Buffalo, Fancy Feast 

preferred – dry or wet) as part of an 

Eagle Scout Project by Boy Scout 

Troop 208 – Shelby Township, MI. The drive will run from 

August 1-31, 2020. Please leave donated items in the 

donation drop box outside by Entrance Door #1, near the 

Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 

mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
http://hopeforthehungrypantry.org/
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember 

a special occasion or loved one by 

purchasing flowers for the front of church? 

Maybe it's a birthday, anniversary, 

baptism, wedding, or just a special 

day to honor someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's 

easy to do and it will be noted in the 

weekly bulletin. The cost is $25. 

Checks made payable to: St. Peter 

Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church 

Office.  

Upcoming Events: 

Life Chain: Please prayerfully consider joining members 

of St Peter in “speaking up for life” on October 4, from 

2:00-3:00 p.m. Hopefully, the pandemic will be under 

control and we can gather together to give witness to our 

church and our community that we are a congregation 

that loves and values life within the womb. Social 

distancing is practiced during this event. 

 

St. Peter is hosting an 

American Red Cross Blood Drive  

in the West Wing on Sunday, August 30 

from 7:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.   

Please prayerfully consider signing up by contacting 

redcrossblood.org or Paula Hoegemeyer - 

(586) 322-2319, hoegemeyer@att.net. 

Thank you! 

Communities across the country count on the American Red Cross for help every day — and supporting those 

communities is at the heart of what we do. We are pleased to share that as of June 15, all blood, platelet and 

plasma donations will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. As an organization dedicated to helping others, we 

are fortunate to be able to step up to help during this pandemic by offering this service at your upcoming blood 

drives. 

Here’s what you need to know about the COVID-19 Antibody testing: 

The COVID-19 antibody test used by the Red Cross is authorized by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

and may indicate if the donor’s immune system has produced antibodies to the coronavirus, regardless of 

whether they developed symptoms. 

The Red Cross is not testing to diagnose an illness, referred to as a diagnostic test. Individuals who believe they 

may be ill with COVID-19 should not be present to donate until they are symptom free for 28 days. 

The blood donation process will not change — donations will be tested using samples obtained at the time of 

donation. There will be no charge to donors. 

Due to the anticipated high demand, appointments are highly encouraged. 

Donors can expect to receive the results of their antibody test within 7 to 10 days of their donation through the 

Blood Donor App or donor portal at RedCrossBlood.org. 

Donors need to have a successful donation to receive the COVID-19 antibody test results. Per standard 

donation procedure, only successful donations are sent to our laboratory for testing. 

Red Cross Blood Drive Update 
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Thank You... 

 

Dear Members of: St. Peter Lutheran Church and School Family, 
 
We are sending our deepest thanks and an awesome Praise Report to everyone who helped with 
our “off campus” MCREST Ministry in June. It was a total success! Due to the Covid-19, you were 
ready and willing to help us run our yearly ministry in a totally different way. 
 
We wish to thank: 
- Macomb Charitable for their generous monetary contribution in St. Peter’s name to pay for the 
whole week for the guests to stay at a local hotel. 
- Hope for the Hungry Food Pantry for food that was donated. 
- Everyone who donated money to help us purchase the items we needed and also quarters for 
the 30 laundry bags.  
- Everyone who donated food items, hygiene items, activities for the children’s bags and every 
other important detail we needed all week long. 
- Everyone who donated your time to shop, prepare, package and deliver meals. 
- All of the women who baked, donated and specially packaged the breakfast breads for our 
guests.  
- The very generous family who donated their double stroller to a mom in need. 
- Thrivent for Action Team funds.  
- All the prayers and support, especially from both of our Pastors. 
 
Whatever you did for our program was exactly what was needed at the exact time that we needed 
it. As we move forward during these uncertain times, may we all continue to trust God for our 
future and remember that He is in control. He does have a plan for all of us, and He is certain 
about our future! 
 
To you, our dear brothers and sisters in Christ, thank you! May God bless all of us with His spirit 
of peace and thankfulness; as we move forward and continue to seek ways to help those around 
us who are less fortunate than we are. 
 
In His service, 
 
St. Peter MCREST Leadership Team  
 
Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; l will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
Amen. 

I would like to thank everyone for their outpouring expressions of love and support during my 

husband, Stan’s, long illness and sudden death. The many prayers, cards, memorial donations, 

text message, food deliveries and phone calls were appreciated. I am truly thankful for the 

wonderful friends I have in all of you. Pastor Arendell, thank you for your strong leadership and 

presence. You were a blessing to Stan and to our entire family during the last few years. Jesus 

saith unto him, “I am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

John 14:6. Stan knew this and is now in the arms of Jesus.  

Joyce Gozdor 
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Memorial Offerings 
In loving memory of Judy Bettcher, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Nelson and Barbara 

Schramm 

In loving memory of Stan Gozdor, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Giving Tree-Bell Choir by Peter and Vicki 

Asaro, David Bagozzi, George and Judy 

Bergmann, Richard and Donna Barli, Duane 

and Ruthann Bettcher, Karen Blaha, Bonnie 

Cash, George and Sharon Chicklas, Susan 

Conwell, Chris and Ruth Curtice, Tom and Linda 

DeVoogd, Thomas and Kathy Eland, Dean and 

Lynne Endlich, Joseph and Sue Ennis, Mark 

and Robin Falker, Terry and Rhonda Fiebelkorn, 

Terry and Connie Firestine, Rachelle Fowler, 

Marion and Joann Gozdor, Joseph and Joan 

Gozdor, Greg and Rene Gozdor,  Michael and 

Debbie Gozdor, Paul and Betty Gudenau, Irene 

and Robert Gurnack,  Jennifer Hain, Charles 

and Connie Hayden, Diane Hernden, Neal and 

Paula Hoegemeyer, Judith Hoeft, Sharon 

Javery, Carol Jensen, Margie Kirsh, Ruth Klein, 

Don and Gloria Koch, Joyce Kraatz, Stanley and 

Marion Krakowski, Bryon and Dawn Miller, Herb 

and Meg Kuhn, Milt and Evelyn Miller, Ronald 

and Geri Milliron, Chuck and Mary Lou Moschel, 

Ellen, Narr, Joseph and Geri Nimety, Robert 

and Marie Peters, Judy Pries, Janet Rashid, 

Sue Rosteck, Michael and Julie Russ, Frieda 

Schluessler,  Melvin and Barbara Schmidt, 

Janice Schneider, May Schramm, Roy and 

Joyce Schwark,  Jim Schwark, Cecilia 

Simonsen, Edgar and Marilyn Stricker, Michelle 

and Christopher Soltman,  Jerry and Janet 

Stange, Gary and Rita Stark, Kurt and Lori 

Taylor, June and Doug Taylor,  

Shelly Valliere, Terry and Janette Yonka, Barry 

and Vickie Wangelin, Wilma Wangelin,  

Marvin and Patricia Warnez, Bill and Dianne 

Wetzel, Dennis and Renee White, 

 Dave and Judy Woodruff 

In loving memory of Ilene Haberski, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Nelson and Barbara 

Schramm 

Moving Forward by Carol Harm, Jerry and 

Janet Stange, Gary and Rita Stark 

In loving memory of Elvina Montgomery, 

a contribution has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Carol Harm 

In loving memory of Alton Schwark, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Nelson and Barbara 

Schramm 

Moving Forward by Jerry and Janet 

Stange, Gary and Rita Stark 

In loving memory of Janet Stantus, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Terry and Jeanette 

Yonka 

In loving memory of Eileen Stark, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Jerry and Donna 

Jackson 

In loving memory of Pam Stotz, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Carol Harm, Jim 

Schwark 

In loving memory of Gloria Zienert, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Jerry and Janet 

Stange, Gary and Rita Stark 

Thank Offerings 

In honor and celebration of Harper Jedrek’s 
baptism, a contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Jim Moschel and 
Cindy Martin 
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Monday Worship & Fellowship: This 

gathering is for you if you have difficulty 

attending a weekend worship service, due to 

limited mobility. A friend, family member, or 

caregiver is welcome to accompany you. The 

service is held in the Fellowship Hall and 

followed by a time of fellowship shared around 

a delicious lunch. A free will offering is 

accepted. Help is available for parking and 

entering the building. Please enter through 

Door #1. As the second Monday approaches, 

please call the Church Office at (586) 781-3434 

by the previous Thursday to reserve your spot 

for the meal. Our next Monday Worship & 

Fellowship will be determined at a later 

date. 

 

 Connection 

Women In The Word 
Wednesday Bible Study 

 
9:30 - 11:00 a.m.  Large Conference Room 

(Enter Door #28) 
 

Each Week  is a different 
Study on “Forgiveness,” by Donna Pyle. 

 
Meetings are postponed until September 2020. 

For more Bible studies or small groups, check out our 

website stpetermacomb.com/ 

bible-studies. 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: Do 

you have a family member, loved one, or have an 

acquaintance with someone who is not engaging 

in a relationship by God’s design? Do you 

struggle with how to interact with them, not 

wanting to judge others but to show God’s love 

and just accept them where they are at? Then the 

Family and Friends of LGBT support group is for 

you! After our building reopens, we will meet 

tentatively on the third Thursday of each 

month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small Conference 

Room in the Administration Wing. 

GriefShare: As we continue to navigate through 
everything going on in our personal lives and the 
world around us, GriefShare offers the 
opportunity to discuss these emotions with a 
group of fellow Christians. God is with us always, 
and we find peace in His word. If you would like 
to join this group, we will now be meeting 
Wednesday evenings until September 9. To 
register for this support group, contact Linda 
Dunklau at (586) 247-5329.  

Stephen Ministry: Life is possibly not getting 
any easier these days.  There are the usual 
stresses of balancing family and work, health, 
finances, and whatever else is in your life. Then 
add to that social isolation, possible loss of 
income, uncertainty about the future…you might 
just want to talk to someone.  Stephen Ministers 
are available for teleconferencing, always done 
confidentially. If you want someone to listen, not 
give you a lot of unwanted advice, but just listen, 
try connecting with a trained Stephen Minister.  
Call Linda Dunklau for more information or to be 
paired with a Stephen Minister from our St. Peter 
family. Her number is (586) 247-5329. 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Jr. High (7th & 8th Grade) Sr. High (9th-12th Grade) Young Adults (College +) 

will not meet in person until 
further notice  

will meet 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  

will not meet in person until 
further notice  

Mission 
Possible 
Now What... in the world 
of COVID-19 
 
Some people love spy 
stories for the action, 

gadgets, or disguises, but there’s one thing no spy story could do 
without: an exciting mission. As followers of Jesus, we don’t 
have any gadgets or disguises, but we do have a mission. It’s 
our mission to share the Good News of Jesus with the world. But 
that mission isn’t always easy to accomplish. In this series, we’ll 
discover that joining Jesus on His mission isn’t easy, but it’s not 
impossible. It’s a mission that requires us to be real, be helpful, 
be listeners,and be ready.  

During this series we will look at 
what Sr. High youth (9th graders - 
just graduated Seniors) might look 
like in the upcoming year. We will 
be meeting Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
in the parking lot of His Rock 
(weather permitting). 
 
College and careers group will 
meet Tuesdays at 7p.m. (in the 
His Rock parking lot) 
 
Jr. HIgh will hopefully start 
meeting after school starts in 
September. 
 
Any questions contact Jason von 
der Lage—call or text (810) 252-
6054  

COMING BACK IN SEPTEMBER! 

The benefit of exercise in this time of change, fear, and disease has 

been proven over and over again.  St. Peter Parish Health is happy 

to announce that we are offering two opportunities to feed body, 

mind, and spirit that will return in September. 

Christian Yoga – Mondays from 5-6 p.m. in the church narthex 

beginning September 14. This class is designed to draw you to 

God’s peace in mind, body, and spirit. Please join us for an hour of stretching and 

reflection and awaken your mind, body & spirit. We will use Bible verses and prayer during 

our practice. Cost is $5/session. 

Stay Healthy Exercise – Fridays from 9-10 a.m. in the church narthex beginning 

September 11.  This class is designed to work on our hearts, minds, and souls as we 

stretch, lift weights, and raise our heart rate slowly through low impact, easy to follow 

movements. People of all ages are welcome and can benefit.  Cost is $3/session. 

You will be required to bring your own equipment including mat, water, weights, and 
blocks. We will observe physical distancing to provide a safe environment.  Questions?  
Contact Paula at (586) 322-2319 or hoegemeyer@att.net. 
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 Education 

Fall Confirmation Retreat 

October 23-25, 2020—

CANCELLED 

 

 

Unfortunately, we have 
no confirmed dates or 

plans to restart Sunday 
School at this time. So 

for this year, in-person 
Sunday School is 

cancelled. 
 

May God Bless us when it 
will be a safe time to 

resume Sunday School 
classes. 

 
Until then, we are working on an online 

option. More information to follow! 
 

     Respectfully, Pat Losey 
     Sunday School Superintendent 

Sunday 

School 
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St. Peter Life Team 
August Focus:  Hope Amid Chaos  

Our world is in chaos…the COVID19 virus…racial tension…fear and hatred prompted by the media, 
politicians, and the Hollywood elite.  Where can we go to find hope and healing?  Certainly not in the 
‘wisdom’ of the world, for God says that “the foolishness of God is wiser than men”.  (1 Corinthians 
1:25a) 
 
Unfortunately, there are some in our nation who believe that the unborn are not worthy to be loved and 
protected.  They consider abortion up to and during the moment of birth as a woman’s right…that it is 
‘life sustaining’ health care!  Whose life is being sustained?  Certainly not that of the living child that is 
being killed, or of the woman who is harmed physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 
 
BAD NEWS:  The news of the failure of the petition drive for banning dismemberment abortion 
in Michigan is terribly disappointing.  Pastor Paul Clark, President of Lutherans For Life of Michigan 
writes:  “It is a very sad day, as our long-awaited result for the Petition Drive for Banning 
Dismemberment Abortion in Michigan has fallen short, due to [some people] challenging the legitimacy 
of some of the signatures (some due to written errors or double-signings, but many just for the tiniest 
flaws in the petition). I am deeply disappointed, as I know are many of you. We put a lot of time and 
work into this petition drive in Michigan. Right to Life of Michigan, as usual, has shown outstanding 
work in their leadership of this project … will we lose heart? NO. Will we give up or compromise? NO. 
We will continue to stand for Life and fight for the right to Life of each and every child, as we also stand 
for the right to life for our elderly, our handicapped, our sick and dying. God help us, and grant us 
grace and courage and fortitude. Let us move ahead with renewed resolve and with a determination 
that cannot be shaken.” 
 
GOOD NEWS:  God assures us in His Word that (His) eye is on those who fear Him, on those 
who hope in His steadfast love…(therefore) “our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our 
shield.  For our heart is glad in Him, because we trust in His holy name.”  (Psalm 33:18, 20-21)  We 
rejoice knowing that Christ has already died for the sins of those who promote, practice and seek 
abortions.  We want nothing more than for them and all people to come to saving faith in Jesus, repent 
and believe!  “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe 
the good news!”  Mark 1:15 
 
Pray … 
 
...for those who have suffered from abortion—for healing of body, mind and soul, for them to know that 
they are loved and forgiven by God through Jesus Christ.  
 
… for all who practice, promote and seek abortions, that they may repent, believe and be saved!   
 
…for abortion to become unthinkable in our nation…for those who regard abortion as “life 
sustaining”…a procedure whose purpose is to end the life of an unborn human being created, loved 
and treasured by God…and a procedure which endangers the physical, mental, and spiritual health of 
the mother.  Abortion is not the unforgiveable sin and we are thankful that God’s love, mercy and 
forgiveness are extended to those who are misled by Satan into believing this procedure is ‘essential 
healthcare’.  
 
…for the peace of God to reign in our nation…that ALL human lives be loved and valued…born and 
unborn. 
 
…for Christians to be voices FOR LIFE…that we not only pay lip service to being pro-life, but that our 
words and actions reflect what we profess. 
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