
 St. Peter Lutheran Church COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update 8/14/20 
 

 

In-Person worship services have resumed. 

Our School and Preschool will be opening on time with many safety restrictions and procedures in 

place. Please see our School Website for more information. 

Most other events, ministries and functions have been cancelled or moved to the virtual world. At 

the bottom of this page is a list of all cancellations. 

 

 
We are observing our normal 5-service worship schedule: 

Saturday at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Monday at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
The 9:30 Traditional and 11:00 Modern services are Livestreamed on our website: 

StPeterMacomb.com. The services will be available “on demand” after they are over. Please be 

patient, it usually takes an hour or two for them to be available on demand. 

 

 
Face Masks are be required at all services. The wearing of face masks is the best way to reduce 

the transmission of the virus between people in close proximity. You may not feel that it is necessary 

for you to wear one. We ask that you would consider others. There may be someone who wants to 

come to church but is reluctant because others might not be wearing a face mask. Our sacrifice in 

wearing a face mask allows our neighbor to feel comfortable coming to church. We have helped 

them to do this very important thing. 

In Bible times there was once a dispute over special days. Some people observed special days as 

holy days to the Lord. Others did not. Those who did looked down on those who did not and 

considered them weak in their faith. St. Paul said this was wrong. In Romans chapter 14 he 

addresses the issue: “One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers 

every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. You, then, why do you 

judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before 

God’s judgment seat.” (Romans 14:5 & 10) In our times, there are people who do not wear a face 

mask because they see it as a failure to trust God. Others wear a face mask and do not see it as a 

failure to trust God. St. Paul’s words apply. One person considers it one way, another considers it 

another way. What is important is that each is fully convinced in their own mind. However, those 

who do not wear face masks should never judge their brother or sister who does wear a face mask. 

In the same way, we ask that no one judge our Pastors or Elders for making this very difficult 

decision. It won’t be like this for long. 

Martin Luther was alive during the Bubonic Plague of the 16th century. He wrote: 

Let us “[not] tempt God by exposing oneself to contagion” … Let us “warn against the over-bold who scorn 

ordinary precautions against contagion, thus tempting God, who has created medicine and given us the 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/19/coronavirus-wearing-a-mask-can-reduce-transmission-by-75percent-new-study-claims.html


intelligence to care for our bodily health. Furthermore, such recklessness endangers others with whom one 

comes in contact.” 

 

 
Please stay home if you are in a high-risk group, or if you have any symptoms of fever, cold, cough, 

runny nose, etc. If you are all uncomfortable coming, please stay home. 

Below is a list of safety precautions that are being taken. 

 

 
a) Worshippers will be asked to keep a 6-foot distance from all persons they did not arrive with in 

the same car. This will be communicated by signs on the exterior doors, and slides as well as 

by the greeters as available. 

b) We will have a custodian present between services to wipe down common surfaces such as the 
bathrooms, doorknobs, etc. We will strive for a “touch-less” experience for worshippers while 
in the building. 

c) We will not use the Common Cup for Holy Communion until such time as our Pastors and 
Board of Elders deems the situation as safe as it was prior to the Coronavirus. Our Pastors and 
Elders will wash their hands thoroughly prior to distributing Holy Communion, use non-latex 
gloves and face masks. 

a. The host (bread) will be dropped into the hands of worshippers. The Elders will do their 
best to keep their gloved hands from contacting anyone during distribution. 

b. The individual cups will be placed one at a time on a table for worshippers to pick up. 
There will be no physical contact between Pastor and worshipper, and social distancing 
will be followed. 

d) Offering plates will be stationed to the side of the chancel and also in the narthex so people 
can leave an offering on their way out if they like. 

e) Face masks will be required of all worshippers while in the building. Pastors will wear a face 
mask except when addressing the congregation from the chancel (where there is 
approximately 20 yards between the pastors and the people.) 

f) Choirs will practice social distancing as appropriate. 
g) There is still a risk in coming. If you do not wish to assume this risk, please stay home . . . . 
h) People in high risk groups, or who are exhibiting fever or other cold/flu symptoms are asked to 

stay home. 
 
 
 
 

Please pray that God will continue to protect us and ultimately banish the Coronavirus from our 

world. Until then, we will be glad to be able to gather once again around His Word and Sacraments! 



Per the executive orders from the governor concerning Covid-19, most events for the upcoming months will 

not be held. We will be reviewing these events on a regular basis and keeping those who have been 

affected by this change informed. We do apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, however, we do 

need to follow the governor’s orders. 

 
 

All events, groups and gatherings at St. Peter Lutheran Church and School are canceled until 

December 31, 2020, with the following exceptions: 

WORSHIP, which includes all services and the functions related and contributing to all Worship 

Services. 

SCHOOL, which includes in-person instruction according to the safety policies and restrictions 

in place for staff and our students in Preschool - 8th grade and Confirmation classes. 

SMALL EVENTS that Directly serve people in great need. These events must be in groups of 

less than 10 people and follow safety restrictions set in place. Masks must be worn at all 

times. These include, Blood Drive (Nov.), Chene Street Clothing Drive and our 

Quilting Ministry. 

All other meetings, groups such as Bible studies are encouraged to continue off-site or 

virtually. We do not wish to cancel the event, however we must discontinue the use of the 

physical building until December 31, 2020. 

THOSE GROUPS/GATHERINGS NOT HELD IN 2020. 
Non-School athletic events 

Patriot Walk 

School trips and associated fund raisers 

All school extra-curricular programs/clubs 

Bible Classes* 

Sunday School (virtual program TBD) 

All fundraisers 

All events in which food is served 

All social gatherings 

Advent dinners 

Advent by Candlelight 

Administrative Board Meetings* 

 
*The pastors and church staff strongly encourage these events to continue using virtual or 

other options. 

 

“The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride.” 
Ecclesiastes 7:8 



If you have any questions or need clarification of the above, please contact Diane Hernden at 

 dhernden@splcs.net 
 

Thank you for your support. 

mailto:dhernden@splcs.net

