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Dear St. Peter Family: 

I wanted to share with you some very important news in the life of our congregation, my walk with our 
Lord, and my family. 

This past Sunday, Aug. 30, the congregation of St. John Lutheran Church, located in Cypress, Texas, 
voted to extend me a Divine Call to serve their church as Senior Pastor. 

It’s important for you to know that I have not been seeking any Call, including this one that I’m sharing 
with you today. In our synod, it’s often part of the Call process, and not unusual for a Pastor to receive 
a Call even though they haven’t been pursuing one. 

On occasion, after much careful and prayerful thought and consideration, a Pastor accepts the Call, 
and other times he doesn’t. I haven’t made any decision.  To my family and me this is one of those 
surprise moments in life where you wonder, “What is God up to?” “What is God’s will for the future for 
me, our ministry here at St. Peter, and the Church at large?” 

In the eight years I’ve been privileged to serve here at St. Peter, I’ve developed many deep and caring 
friendships and great love for many of the people here. I enjoy working with a staff of very talented, 
dedicated and faithful people, along with an equally gifted and talented host of lay volunteers in many 
capacities. 

Together we’ve accomplished so much, and we’re all aware that there is still much work to do.  St. 
Peter Lutheran Church and School are jewels in our synod, and my family and I feel very blessed to be 
part of such an amazing ministry. 

With St. John extending this divine Call to me at this time, it’s appropriate that I, along with my family, 
take this important part of our church protocol very prayerfully and sincerely, and with all due care and 
concern for all of God’s kingdom. 

I can’t answer them, or anyone, with a quick “Yes” or “No” as it’s very important to spend the necessary 
time to discern God’s will for everyone concerned at this time. 

Please know that we will spend the next few weeks in prayer, learning more about St. John, and 
seeking discernment for God’s will.  Part of this process will include a visit to St. John and Cypress with 
my wife, Jen, the first weekend in October.  Following that visit, we will return to Macomb, and we will 
be following all CDC approved quarantine and testing requirements in place at that time. 

Please pray for my family and me, St. John, Cypress, and of course, our beloved St. 
Peter, Macomb, as we seek His will at this important time in our church and family 
lives. 

God is always good, and always has a plan. 

KEYNOTES 

September 2020 
Our Mission is to Glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

In Christ, 

Pastor Mark Wuggazer 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
BY BETTY J. YOUNGBLOOD 

Worship Services 

New Fiscal Year:  We have completed the first month (July 2020) of the 2020-21 fiscal year.  The 

data below compares July 2020 with July 2019. 

Total Income for the Church and School combined in July 2020 was $252,258.  This compares to 

$272,373 in July 2019, a decrease of 7.4% or $20,115. 

Church Income in July 2020 was $164,417, compared to $198,654 in July 2019, a decrease of 

17.2% or $34,237.   

School Income in July 2020 was $87,841 compared to $73,719 in July 2019, an increase of 19.1% 

or $14,122. 

Total Expenses for the Church and School combined in July 2020 were $271,304, compared to 

$281,851 in July 1019, a decrease of 3.7% or $10,547.  

Church Expenses alone in July 2020 were $133,689, compared to $150,517 in July 2019, a 

decrease of 11.2% or $16,828. 

School Expenses alone in July 2020 were $137,615, compared to $131,334 in July 2019, an 

increase of 4.8% or $6,281.  

Net Income for July stands at -$19,046, meaning that expenses exceeded income.  However, this 

number is $10,401 better than our budget projection, coronavirus and other challenges 

notwithstanding.  Additional budget information will be included in next month’s Keynotes report.   

The data above are, of course, only for one month, but show where we are at this early point in the 

new fiscal year.  School enrollment will soon be final and other elements of the budget will also 

become clearer in the weeks ahead. 

2020-21 Fiscal Year Budget:  The budget approved by the Voters includes few changes from last 

year.  Some areas (e.g., Christian Growth, Christian Outreach, Student Ministry, and Stewardship 

Program) are being asked to make greater use of existing dedicated accounts.    

Salary increases of 2% were approved for the Church and School, but implementation will not occur 
until later in the fall, pending more concrete budgetary information.    

Traditional: Saturday - 6:00 p.m., Sunday - 8 & 9:30 
a.m., Monday - 7:00 p.m. 

Modern:  Sunday - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday 9:30 & 11 a.m. livestreams available at 
StPeterMacomb.com 

The Church & School Offices will 

be closed September 4 & 7. 

Our Outdoor Service is September 

13 at 11:00 a.m. (Modern) 

Please bring your own chair! 

All other services that weekend will be in 

the Main Sanctuary. 
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A Devotional from Pastor Mark Arendell 

 

 Worship 

Lately, I have taken the time to have breakfast out on my deck.  

Cherrie and I have gone to great efforts to fill the deck with 

flowers so that it reminds us of gardens we’ve had in the past. 

While sitting there, I enjoy taking in all different colors and 

shapes of the flowers from the rainbow colors of the petunias, to 

the canna lilies, snap dragons, hot lips saliva and black and blue 

saliva. One Saturday morning, Cherrie and I were enjoying our 

breakfast while watching and listening to the world around us.  I 

must admit I was in a bit of hurry.  I’m always that way when I 

have something planned. That morning I was to do a memorial, so 

I was trying to remain mindful of the time. I was in a hurry until 

something broke my concentration.  Out of the corner of my eye I 

caught the glimpse of a small object as it whizzed by just inside 

my peripheral vision. I turned to see what it was and there within 

three feet of my face was a hummingbird hovering in midair 

staring at me.  Humming birds have always amazed me with their 

small size and their ability to fly like a helicopter. They are one of 

the reasons why we plant the flowers. We want to attract them 

because we enjoy watching them. So, that is just what I did. I 

stopped eating, talking and also worrying about the time. I 

watched as the hummingbird floated on wings going so fast you 

could hardly see them. As the minute emerald bird floated from 

flower to flower my worry over time floated away as well. I sat 

there in wonder and thought how many times I have been in too 

big of a hurry and missed God’s awe-inspiring gifts. From the 

hummingbird to the butterfly that float by, glorious sunrises and 

sunsets, a bright blue sky or the sound of rain softly hitting a sky 

light, take time to see God’s gifts all around us. 

Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 

proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth 

speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no 

speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their 

voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the 

world. In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. It is like 

a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion 

rejoicing to run his course. It rises at one end of the heavens and 

makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth. 

God Bless you, 

Pastor Mark Arendell 

Psalm 34 is a song written by 
Shane and Shane. I first heard 
this song at a worship leader 
conference where Shane and 
Shane were keynote speakers. 
They had just released their 
album “Psalms Live” and 
expressed how they really 
wanted to write songs directly 
from the book of Psalms. They 
had spent months reading and 
diving into this book of the 
Bible. This song is a beautiful 
call to worship for all His 
believers.  

I recently told our worship team 
that I was going to be reading 
through the book of Psalms 
and asked that anyone who 
was interested join me. When I 
got to Psalm 34, in our daily 
reading, this song came back to 
me. I would encourage you this 
month to take a few minutes, 
read Psalm chapter 34 and 
then listen to Psalm 34 Live by 
Shane and Shane. I pray that it 
blesses you and brings scripture 
to life through the gift of song.  

Robert W. Costa, Dir. Of Modern 
Worship  

Robert’s Music Spotlight 
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Service 
Meijer donated $2,500 in Meijer gift 
cards—praise God for Meijer's faithful 
support of Hope for the Hungry! 
 
September’s distribution will be 
September 17 from 1:00-2:00 p.m. We are 
continuing to do drive-through 
distributions. 
 
We are looking for someone who would 
be willing to assume the Panera Bread 
responsibility: This would entail contacting 

volunteers to schedule each month's pickups at two stores, texting the 
volunteers the night before to remind them, and meeting volunteers at 
The Pantry between 10-10:30 p.m. on Fridays to sort and put away the 
bread and pastries. Anyone who is willing to do this would receive 
proper training, and a swipe card to get into the building. 
 
Volunteers are always needed! Many thanks to those of you who have 
already come out to help and support your food pantry. 
 
Donations of food and money are always needed as well! If you’d like 
to donate boxes, we ask that boxes are 18-22" Long X 12-16" Wide 
about the size of a copy paper box are what is needed. Please do not 
bring anything much smaller or larger or we will have to dispose of 
them. Thank you! 

Karen Foust 
Hope For the Hungry 

(586) 491-0652 
karenwiegand@gmail.com 
hopeforthehungrypantry.org 

 
Donations are now 
being taken for 
School Kits for 
Lutheran World 
Relief. 

Items needed: 
• 70 sheet notebooks (no loose-

leaf paper) 
• ballpoint pens, (no gel ink) 
• erasers 
• 12-inch rulers 
• pencil sharpeners 
• blunt scissors 
• drawstring backpack-style bags 

approximately 14"X17" with 
shoulder straps (no standard 
backpacks) 

 
Please deposit them into the bin in 
the church coat room.  If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Joyce Schwark (586) 524-
9328. Thank you! 

Please continue to save sample or regular size bottles of shampoo, 

conditioner, lotions, soap, deodorant, dental floss, toothpaste, etc. for 

Luke Project 52 Clinic and Turning Point.  They can be deposited in the 

appropriate drawer in the church coat room. If you have any questions, 

please contact Joyce Schwark (586) 524-9328.  Thank you! 

Coming Soon—Prayer In Action: In this year of pandemic concerns, 
economic issues, and disunity on so many fronts, the Church stands as a 
bastion of God’s grace, love, and peace. The Staff of St. Peter Lutheran 
Church and School have had to make many difficult decisions and implement 
plans to carry God’s mission forward in the safest way. We are asking our 
congregation to keep staff members in their prayers. If you are willing to be a 
Prayer Participant, please e-mail Kathy at (krause.michael@sbcglobal.net) by 
September 15. God bless you as you consider this ministry! 
Prayer in Action Lay Team 

Due to the pandemic, we will 
not be collecting clothing 
donations this year for 
Peacemakers International, 
located down on Chene Street 
in Detroit. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Thank you for all your 
generosity in the past years 
toward this very worthwhile 
ministry. May God richly bless 
you and your family as we all 
continue to minister to each 
other in this very unknown time. 
 
God’s peace, love, joy, 
contentment, safety and good 
health to everyone. Thank you! 
 
In His service, 
Rhonda Fiebelkorn 
(586) 925-2203  
rhondaf85@hotmail.com 

mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
http://hopeforthehungrypantry.org/
mailto:rhondaf85@hotmail.com
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember a 

special occasion or loved one by 

purchasing flowers for the front of church? 

Maybe it's a birthday, anniversary, 

baptism, wedding, or just a special 

day to honor someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's 

easy to do and it will be noted in the 

weekly bulletin. The cost is $25. 

Checks made payable to: St. Peter 

Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church 

Office.  

Upcoming Events: 

Life Chain: Please prayerfully consider joining members 

of St Peter in “speaking up for life” on October 4, from 2:00

-3:00 p.m. Hopefully, the pandemic will be under control 

and we can gather together to give witness to our church 

and our community that we are a congregation that loves 

and values life within the womb. Social distancing is 

practiced during this event. 

FLU VACCINATION CLINIC: St. Peter, in conjunction 

with Rite-Aid Pharmacy, is hosting a flu vaccination clinic 

after worship on Saturday, October 17 and Sunday, 

October 18. Bring your medical insurance card and Rite-

Aid will handle the paperwork. Hi-dose vaccine for people 

over 65 and pneumococcal pneumonia vaccine will also 

be available.  

In the midst of the COVID 19 pandemic it is more 

important than ever to be protected against influenza. 

Influenza (the flu) is a contagious respiratory illness 

caused by influenza viruses. It can cause mild to severe 

illness, and at times can lead to death. Some people, 

including older people, young children, and people with 

certain health conditions, are at a higher risk for serious 

flu complications. The best way to prevent the flu is by 

getting vaccinated each year. The flu vaccine viruses are 

attenuated (weakened), and therefore cannot cause flu 

illness. Everyone 6 months of age and older should get a 

flu vaccine every season. 

Please contact Paula at (586) 322-2319 or 

hoegemeyer@att.net for more information. 

ST. PETER COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The St. Peter College Scholarship Fund is pleased to present a total of $5000 to each of our college and 
seminary students for the 2020-21 school year which includes $2200 per student from the Myron Luchtman 
Endowment Fund.  Our synodical students this year are: 

• Matthew Lorenz - 4th year at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO 

• Brandon Bettcher - 2nd year at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO 

• Mary-Grace Chirco - sophomore at Concordia University, Ann Arbor, MI 

Your contributions, thank offerings, memorials, and estate plans given to this fund make it possible for these 
students to continue their preparation for full-time church work. Please remember to keep them in your 
prayers as they prepare to do God's work. 

ROY WANGELIN MERIT SCHOLARSHIP  

The college scholarship committee is pleased to 
award the 36th annual Roy Wangelin Merit 
Scholarship to Mary-Grace Chirco. This $500 
award is given each year by Mr. and Mrs. James 
Micelli of Romeo in memory of Roy Wangelin. 
Congratulations, Mary-Grace! Thank you to the 
Micelis for this generous annual donation. 

Each of our seminary students will receive $1000 
from the Seminary Fund. Your donations and the 
Lenten Soup Supper proceeds make this fund 
possible. 
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Memorial Offerings 
In loving memory of Rose Fiebelkorn, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Hazel Kukuk 

 

In loving memory of Stan Gozdor, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Giving Tree-Bell Choir Michael and Linda 

Baroli, Sandra Decker, My Tribute Gift 

Foundation, Shelly Penzien 

 

In loving memory of Ileen Haberski, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Ruth Klein 

 

In loving memory of Norman Hewer, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Lynn Beaudin, Duane and 

Ruthann Bettcher, Judith Derkowski,  

Daryl and Myrna Ewles, Terry and Rhonda 

Fiebelkorn, Shelly Fowler, Ruth Klein, Joyce 

Kraatz, Byron and Dawn Miller, Geri Milliron, 

Susan Rosteck, Frieda Schluessler, May 

Schramm,  Ed and Chris Shiner, Ken and Kris 

Sugg, Terry and Jeanette Yonka 

Moving Forward by Ed and Linda Dunklau, 

Jim Schwark, Jerry and Janet Stange 

 

In loving memory of Kimberly Ellen Murray, 

a contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Greg and Yvonne Murray 

 

In loving memory of Alton Schwark, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Ruth Klein 

Moving Forward by Mark and Linda Schwark 

 

In loving memory of Pam Stolz, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Mark and Linda Schwark 

 

In loving memory of Diana Logan Urbina, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Jeannine Logan 

 

In loving memory of Deborah von der Lage, 

a contribution has been given to: 

Youth Ministry by Bryon and Dawn Miller 

 

In loving memory of Floyd Weathers, a 

contribution has been given to: 

School Ministry by Mickey Sawitzky, Hope 

Watson 

 

In loving memory of Ethel Whitcomb, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Jerry and Janet Stange 

 

In loving memory of Gloria Zienert, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Roy and Lorrine Bock, 

Arlene Dittman, Jayne Eland, John and Lynne 

Hurner,  Gary and Lynelle Johnson, Ruth 

Klein, Don and Kathy Marcath, Milt and Evelyn 

Miller, Loretta Rasmussen, May Schramm, 

Lorraine Rosso,  

Moving Forward by Mark and Linda Schwark 

Thank Offerings 

A Thank Offering was given for the birth of 
Zoey Jean Vandeberghe to Larry and Allison 

Vandeberghe, grandparents are David and 
Valorie Dembeck 

 

In honor of Mary Lou Moschel’s Birthday, a 
thank offering was given to Stephen Ministries 
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 Connection 

Women In The Word 
Wednesday Bible Study 

 
Our In Person Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible 

Study 
is canceled until further notice...Executive  

Order by MI Governor Whitmer. 
 

Until we can meet again,  May our Lord  keep you in His 
Grace...and in His Word.   

For more Bible studies or small groups, check 
out our website stpetermacomb.com/ 

bible-studies. 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: Do 

you have a family member, loved one, or have an 

acquaintance with someone who is not engaging 

in a relationship by God’s design? Do you 

struggle with how to interact with them, not 

wanting to judge others but to show God’s love 

and just accept them where they are at? Then the 

Family and Friends of LGBT support group is for 

you! After our building reopens, we will meet 

tentatively on the third Thursday of each 

month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small Conference 

Room in the Administration Wing. 

GriefShare: Close face-to-face ministry is not 
possible right now, but if you’ve lost a loved one, 
you might not want to wait months for some help 
and encouragement.  Right now GriefShare is 
continuing to meet on Tuesday evenings via 
Zoom and outside at St. Peter on Wednesday 
evenings.  As the weather turns colder, the 
outside meetings will discontinue, but we are 
planning to keep the Zoom gatherings going.  If 
you have a “hole in your heart” because of the 
death of a family member or close friend, and 
you’re looking for a connection with others 
experiencing a loss, think about attending 
GriefShare.  Linda Dunklau can give you more 
information; her number is (586) 247-5329.  

Stephen Ministry:  I’m sure we can all agree 
that these are difficult times.  While we can all 
proclaim that God is good and that He is in 
control, some days are still just plain difficult.  
If you’d like someone to listen to you without 
judgment and without advising, meet via 
phone with a Stephen Minister.  These 
brothers and sisters in Christ will hear your 
thoughts confidentially and will pray with you.  
Whether your crisis is big or comparatively 
small, a Stephen Minister is available.  Contact 
Linda Dunklau at (586) 247-5329 for more 
information. 

Stephen Ministry Training:  In the immediate 
future, Stephen Ministry training can probably 
not happen, but when this pandemic passes, we 
do want to conduct another training class.  We 
have streamlined the training so that your 
commitment would be approximately twenty-five 
hours of class.  For now, if you’ve been thinking 
about a way to serve your St. Peter family, 
please be praying about your possible 
involvement in Stephen Ministry.  If you want 
more information about what exactly Stephen 
Ministers do, please contact Linda Dunklau at 
(586) 247-5329. 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Jr. High (7th & 8th Grade) Sr. High (9th-12th Grade) Young Adults (College +) 

will not meet in person until 
further notice  

will meet 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  

will not meet in person until 
further notice  

2020 MICHIGAN DISTRICT CONVENTION UPDATE 

The 2020 Michigan District 38th Biennial  Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League Convention was a VIRTUAL Convention this 
year held July 11. This year’s theme was taken from John 20:20 
“The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord”. 

Leanne Stallmann and I were your St. Peter Delegates this year and voted on the 2020-2022 Grants. 

The new Michigan District President is MaryBeth Heikkinen. MaryBeth is a member of St. Lorenz 
Lutheran Church in Frankenmuth.   

There was a vote which passed on increasing the 2020-2022 Michigan District Biennium Mission Grant 
Goal amount to $335,000. 25% of this goes toward the National Mite Goal.               

There were 23 original Grant requests submitted.  Following are the Grant requests which passed with 
the amounts requested: 

• Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. Food and clothing 

Co-op to purchase food $10,000 

• Share missions with a friend, MOST ministry scholarships $25,000 

• Filling pulpits by providing scholarships for Michigan men in the Seminary $25,000 

• Scholarships for female students studying to be a deaconess or professional church worker $20,000. 

• Bringing Christ and hope to Michigan’s urban communities (Acts 2 Enterprise) $25,000 

• Filling Haitian tummies opens ears to the Gospel $15,000. 

• Support at Just the Right Time – Mission Central $15,000. 

• Support for Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate School Students $10,000. 

• Growing in faith together:  women to women $10,000. 

• New outreach to Hindu, Sikh, and Buddhist Communities in Michigan $25,000.  

• Healing spaces for At-Risk children $7,000. 

• Providing hope for children with learning needs $25,000. 

• Outreach Community Center:  St. Paul Community Lutheran Church, Pontiac, MI. $25,000. 

• Expanding Christ’s love with the aging and unchurched in Michigan through weekly television on 

“Worship Anew” $25,000. 

Ladies, please continue to save your “Mites” for these very worthy Grants.  We are looking to fill our 
Grant Goal again this Biennium!!  During this time when we are not having our regular monthly 
meetings, you can simply drop off your mite boxes in the church office.  If you need a mite box, please 
either ask someone in the church office or call me at (586) 524-9328.    

Let us further Christ’s mission to the world by supporting the work of the church and by providing 
education, inspiration, and opportunities for service, both at home and in the world. 

Your sister in Christ,  
Joyce Schwark 
St. Peter LWML Representative 
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 Education 
Introducing Our New Staff 

Members at St. Peter Lutheran 

School! 

Mrs. Sandra LaPerriere 
Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Sandy LaPerriere is joining the 
staff at St. Peter Lutheran Macomb as 
Assistant Principal. She has been a 
member of St. Peter Church her entire 
life, and was baptized and confirmed 
here. She graduated from Lutheran 
High North and received her 
Elementary Education degree from 
Michigan State University. While 
working, she has gone on to earn a 

Master’s Degree in Curriculum Design and Educational 
Technology, as well as her Administration Certification. 

Mrs. LaPerriere is entering her 28th year as an educator, 
serving as a teacher and administrator in Southfield Public 
Schools. After teaching mostly fourth and fifth grade for 13 
years, she moved into administration, serving the district as 
assistant principal at the middle school and high school 
levels, as well as a coordinator for the English as a Second 
Language, 504 student services, and developed programs 
within the special education department. Most recently, 
Sandy served as the principal of Stevenson Elementary, a K-
5th grade school, for the past 9 years. 

Mrs. LaPerriere is married with three children. She resides in 
Macomb Township with her husband, Jeff, and their 
youngest daughter, Isabella. 

She is most excited that this opportunity will allow her to 
serve at her home church and school. She is looking forward 
to getting to know all the students and helping them grow 
their faith in Jesus as their Savior! 

Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.” 

Mr. Thomas Hinrichs 
6th Grade Teacher 

Hello! My name is Thomas 
Hinrichs. I am excited to be 
starting here at St. Peter! I was 
born and raised in Nebraska and 
grew up being a huge cornhusker 
football fan.  

I attended Concordia University, 
Nebraska and graduated in 2016. 
I received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Middle Level Education with endorsements 
in social sciences and math along with a Lutheran 
Teacher Diploma.  

The first four years of my teaching ministry took place 
at Christ Lutheran in Albuquerque, NM. While there, I 
taught a variety of classes for 6-8th grade but mainly, 
math and technology classes.  

In my free time, I enjoy staying active by running, 
biking, hiking and traveling when possible. 

Mrs. Brandy Audet 
Preschool Paraprofessional 

My name is Brandy Audet. I am a new 
Preschool Assistant for the 2020-2021 
school year. I live in Macomb with my 
husband, Vince, and my daughter, 
Grace, who is a new student at St. Peter 
for 6th grade.  I have always loved 
seeing how kids navigate life, have fun, 
learn and explore new things.  I spent 
years teaching religious education, and 

volunteered for the Girl Scouts. I'm always doing something 
crafty with my daughter and her friends. For the past six years 
I have been a parapro at our local middle school. Being a 
teacher was my original goal in life and even though my path 
took me elsewhere, I have always wanted to work my way into 
a classroom, so I am very excited to be a part of the preschool 
team! 

Mrs. Jennifer Schumacker 
Preschool Paraprofessional 

As a member of St. Peter 
Lutheran Church and School, 
Jennifer Schumacker is honored 
to be able to share her love of 
Christ with families in our 
community through the 
preschool program. She is 
currently earning her certificate in Early Childhood 
Education with a background of Healthcare 
Administration. Jennifer and her husband, Michael, 
celebrated their 10 year anniversary in July. Her three 
sons, Evan, Caleb and Logan are all students of the day 
school and are thrilled she will be in the same building 
with them. Jennifer's love of working with children and 
sharing Christ's love with new families and young 
children is her true passion and a joy to her whole family. 
Jennifer grew up in Drummond Island, Michigan, and 
travels there often for outdoor adventures with her 
family.   
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St. Peter Life Team 
September Focus:  Parenting 

*Since about 2018, the concept of “theybies” – a blending of the neutral pronoun “they” and the word 
“baby,” referring to young children raised as neither boys nor girls – has gained popularity. This is 
especially true among progressive parents, some of whom feel “gender-autonomous parenting” 
grants their kids more leeway for self-determination, and freedom from the gender biases 
which might otherwise plague them from infancy. In an interview, one parent identified herself as non-
binary trans – meaning they (she) are neither a man nor a woman, and they (her) identity doesn’t 
correspond with their (her) birth sex.  The pronouns he/she, him/her are replaced by they/them/their.  
[theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/jul/08/parent-raising-gender-free-child] 
 
*From an eight year old: “The person that gave birth to me was Ari, not a boy or a girl, they’re 
transgender. I wish that some people would just accept that I’m not a boy or a girl, I’m part-girl, but I 
also use they/them…It’s hard being a demi-girl but I live with it.”  Being a ‘demi-daughter’ does not 
suggest a stable identity, but a worryingly fragmented one.  For a child of eight to refer to herself as a 
‘demi-girl’, ‘part-girl’ or ‘they/them’ is not spontaneous. It is a sign of adult influence, which belies the 
claim that gender-neutral parenting allows the child to discover his or her identity for him or 
 herself.  [spiked-online.com/2019/11/18/theybies-raising-alienated-babies] 
 
* In the publication “Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Newborn Screening Guide 
for Hospitals, July 2020”, instructions state: Completely shade in the appropriate oval to designate 
newborn’s gender as male, female, or ambiguous. [michigan.gov/documents/mdch/
MI_NBS_Guide_368636 _7.pdf] 
 
Some states have added ‘not yet determined’ to the designation of sex at birth.   
 
God says: “So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them.”  Genesis 1:27 
 
A blessing: “Children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.” Psalm 127:3 
 
A warning: “Jesus said to His disciples: Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe 
to that person through whom they come.  It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a 
millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin.” Luke 17: 1-2 
 
“Our sexuality can glorify God by demonstrating the beauty of both flourishing and forgiveness. And 
the good news about this is that every single Christian can express the truth of at least one of those 
options. If you did not follow God’s plan for flourishing, you haven’t blown your chance to honor and 
glorify God with your body. Acknowledging where you rejected His wisdom, accepting His 
forgiveness, and living in the joy of that peace also points others to the glory of God.” Amy K. Hall, 
Stand to Reason – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 
 
 Pray … 
 
…for parents…to seek God’s wisdom and direction as they guide their children through a culture that 
opposes the truth of scripture that our identity is determined by God 
…for our children…that they be welcomed by parents who celebrate the uniqueness of each 
individual child…that we purposely not confuse children about their identity but celebrate the person 
God has created them to be 
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for October Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on September 15. 
Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - atebay@splcs.net. 
All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 
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