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With much love and affection, 

Pastor Mark Wuggazer 

KEYNOTES 

November 2020 
Our Mission is to Glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

Dear St. Peter Family, 

It is with great sadness that I must inform you that God has led me and Jen to accept the 

Call to St. John, Cypress. In the past few weeks, we have been doing a tremendous 

amount of praying, and we have asked God to make it clear to us what His Will is. He has 

made His Will very clear: we are to accept the Call to St. John. 

This will be very difficult for us, since we have so many dear friends and love so many 

people at St. Peter. We will continue to love you. Certainly, God loves the people of St. 

Peter and must have a plan for her future, including a wonderful new pastor. I firmly believe 

that St. Peter’s best days are ahead! Although it may be difficult to see this from our 

perspective, we trust. Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 

what we do not see. (Hebrews 11:1) 

I thank you for your prayers over the past few weeks, and all of your kind words of 

appreciation and affirmation. They have been heard! It will be very difficult for us to say 

goodbye to you. We will continue to pray for you and for St. Peter. As you digest this news, 

please trust in God. Please remember that church is not about the pastor, but about Christ 

Crucified! Please remember that what makes St. Peter a special place is YOU, not me. 

I am completely confident in our church leadership to shepherd the congregation through 

this time. I am completely confident in God’s promises of blessings for St. Peter and His 

people here. I am completely confident in Pastor Arendell, who is a great pastor, as well as 

the rest of our staff. 

Please continue to pray for our family as we prepare to move to Houston. My last Sunday 

and other dates will be announced soon by our lay leaders. Let us take this time to 

celebrate everything God has done for us!  
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A Devotional from Pastor Mark Arendell 

 

 Worship 

Cherrie and I love animals. Out of all of God’s creation, birds rank right 

up there at the top of the list of animals we love. Our attraction to birds 

made it important for us to visit one special place in St. Louis called the 

World Bird Sanctuary. They take care of birds from all over the world 

that have been injured and cannot fend for themselves in the wild.  They 

also take in birds that people have owned before they realized they 

didn’t make good pets.  While visiting there, we had the opportunity to 

have an up close and personal visit with an emu.  The day was dark and 

cloudy and I thought we might have to cancel because the emu 

enclosure was outside. However, the rain never fell. We were told the 

emu we were visiting loves attention and is very friendly. We entered 

the pen and it came over as if to say hello. After saying hello, it 

promptly went to the rear of its enclosure and stared intently off into the 

distance. The keeper called to it, but no reaction.  The keeper brought 

out food and the emu checked out the food, but then returned to the rear 

of the enclosure and stared off into the distance. By this time, you could 

hear thunder rolling from far away. A thunder storm was on its way. 

The keeper said, “Ah, there is the problem. The emu is worried about 

the coming storm, so it has gone to where it thinks the storm is coming 

for and watching for it.” Sure enough, the emu didn’t respond to calls, 

food or even its toys. (Yes, emus have toys.) Nothing could get the emu 

away from watching for the storm. It was obsessed with the storm.  I 

thought that is just the way we are. When we think a storm is coming, 

all we do is focus on the storm.  We worry about what may happen. We 

are certain that full-scale destruction is on the way.  That reminded me 

of the story of Peter walking on the water. Peter saw Jesus walking on 

water and called out to Him. Matthew 14:28-30: “Lord, if it’s you,” 

Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” He said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came 

toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning 

to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”  Peter is walking on water until he 

takes his eyes off of Jesus and worries more about the storm around 

him. As Peter is about to drown, Jesus reaches out and lifts him up and 

carries him back to the boat. We are like that when the storm blows in.  

We take our sight off all the blessings we have. We forget Jesus is in us 

and we look at the storm and let worry take the place of the strength and 

peace we have in Jesus.  During a storm, keep your eyes on Jesus, your 

mind on His peace and your heart on His forgiveness.  The one who is 

with you is the one who can calm any storm.  Jesus is there to save you 

and carry you through. Look to Him. 

The Lord Bless you and Keep you, 

Pastor Mark Arendell 

The song I’ve chosen for 
November  is “Nothing but 
the Blood” by School of 
Worship. I decided to pick 
something a little different 
than what I have featured in 
previous months. While I 
grew up listening to 
predominately modern 
worship music, there are 
quite a few hymns that I 
remember from my 
childhood. “Nothing but the 
Blood” has always been a 
personal favorite. 
  
This version is a modern take 
on a timeless hymn. What I 
appreciate is that it has a 
modern feel without 
changing the song much at 
all. This song means so much 
to me because it is a 
reminder that because of 
Jesus’ sacrifice we are 
purified from all our sins. 
1 John 1:7 

 
Robert W. Costa 
Dir. Of Modern Worship 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Jr. High (7th & 8th Grade) Sr. High (9th-12th Grade) Young Adults (College +) 

Wednesdays 6:00- 7:30 p.m. 
Click HERE to sign up 

Nov. 15 Escape Room 
R.S.V.P. HERE 

Wed. 7:30 p.m. - 
“Screw Tape Letters” 

 
Thurs. 7 p.m. - “7 Deadly Sins” 

STRETCH: 

A SERIES ON SPIRITUAL HABITS   
 
If your faith were a muscle, how flexible would it be? Could 
it stretch to your knees? Your shins? Your toes? Or are you 
not sure you even have any faith to stretch in the first place? 
Just like your body, if you want a faith that is strong, 
growing, and capable of carrying you through difficult 
challenges, you’re going to need to stretch it. It might be 

fun. It might be challenging. But it will definitely be worthwhile. In this series, we’ll discover ways we 
can stretch our faith from Paul, the author of the book of Romans and a man whose life was 
completely transformed by Jesus. Thanks to Paul’s words, we know we can stretch our faith, by 
starting something new, and by letting something go. We can even stretch our faith when we feel 
like we’ve failed. 
  
We are going to stretch ourselves by meeting in small groups no bigger than 10… 
Please click the links below to sign up, or sign up on our website stpetermacomb.com. Questions, 
contact Jason (810) 252-6054 or jvonderlage@splcs.net. 

Worship Services 

Traditional: 
Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8 & 9:30 a.m. 
 

Modern:  
Sunday - 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday 9:30 & 11 a.m. livestreams available at 
StPeterMacomb.com 

Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
Psalm 47:1 

Church Office Holiday Hours: 

• Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26 – Closed 

• Nov. 27 – Closed 

• Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 – Closed 

• Christmas Day, Dec. 25 – Closed  

• New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31 – Closed 

• New Year’s Day, Jan. 1 – Closed 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E4AA4AC2FA1FA7-jrhigh
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E4AA4AC2FA1FA7-escape
mailto:jvonderlage@splcs.net
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Service 
We continue to distribute food the first and third 
Thursdays of every month.  November’s dates 
are the 5th from 6:00-7:00 p.m. Volunteers are 
needed after 4:30 p.m. and the 19th from 1:00-
2:00 p.m. Volunteers are needed after 11:30 
a.m. Please email or text me if you’re available 
to help at either of these times. 
 
Still looking for volunteers who are willing to 
help out on Friday nights with our Panera 
donations. We need volunteers to pick up from 
our two stores:  Hall and I-94 and Hall and 

Schoenherr at 9:55 p.m. and transport the breads and baked goods to the 
pantry. We are also looking for someone willing to take over some or all of the 
Friday nights receiving the donations at the pantry location, sorting and 
putting those items away.  You would be shown what to do and would have 
access to the building.    
 
We have several praise reports: Our last distribution had more than 40 
families attend and we were able to bless them with an abundance of food 
and produce.  We have been receiving a produce delivery of 90 boxes of 
fresh fruits and vegetables twice a month, which has been a huge blessing to 
our families!  We hope the program will continue into the fall but are waiting to 
hear back from the produce company. 
 
We received three pallets of food donated, much of which was frozen meats 
from a company who closed down their cafeteria.  All will be given out at 
future distributions. 
 
There is a possibility of partnering with Forgotten Harvest with a food 
distribution either in the pantry parking lot or from St. Peter's parking lot in the 
near future.  Details are still being worked out but it would require at least 25 
volunteers to direct traffic, sign people in and distribute the food.  Forgotten 
Harvest will supply the truck and food. We would be responsible for getting it 
distributed. Past drive up distributions with Forgotten Harvest have had 
hundreds of families come, so again, we would need the people-power to 
support this size distribution. Please email or text me if you are interested in 
helping with this as well. 
 
Also, we’re still looking for volunteers to pick up from Vinckier Foods in 
Armada on Mondays and some Thursday and Saturdays. Pick up is around 
noon and someone would meet you at the pantry to receive the donations. 
 
Just a little personal note. In October I retired from my job of 33 years and 
career of 43.  I am excited to see what God has planned for this next phase of 
my life! 
 
All glory and honor and praise to our God, who allows us to be His hands on 
this earth! 

 
Karen Foust 

Hope For the Hungry 
(586) 491-0652 

karenwiegand@gmail.com 
hopeforthehungrypantry.org 

Diaper Drive: Diapers 

are not being collected 

at St. Peter as in past 

years. Instead, we 

encourage donating 

diapers directly to 

Compassion. Donations 

can be made throughout 

the year. 

Please continue to save 

sample or regular size 

bottles of shampoo, 

conditioner, lotions, soap, 

deodorant, dental floss, 

toothpaste, etc. for Luke 

Project 52 Clinic and 

Turning Point.  They can be 

deposited in the appropriate 

drawer in the church coat 

room. If you have any 

questions, please contact 

Joyce Schwark (586) 524-

9328. Thank you! 

Please continue to save 

cancelled postage stamps, 

as these are also needed 

by LWR to sell to stamp 

collectors which provide 

funding for the shipping of 

quilts and kits. Some of the 

stamps are also sent to 

“Stamps for the Wounded” 

which help our wounded 

soldiers. 

mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
http://hopeforthehungrypantry.org/
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember a 

special occasion or loved one by purchasing 

flowers for the front of church? Maybe it's a 

birthday, anniversary, baptism, wedding, or 

just a special day to honor someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's 

easy to do and it will be noted in the weekly 

bulletin. The cost is $25. Checks made 

payable to: St. Peter Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church 

Office.  

Thank You... 

Memorial Offerings 

 

Thank Offerings 

Dear St. Peter Family, 
 
Thank you so much for your continued support 
of my seminary education. Many things have 
changed, but our Lord Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. As I learn more 
about Jesus and His Word, I am more and more 
thankful for the community of faith at St. Peter. 
May God bless you all and keep you in His care. 
 
In Christ, 
Brandon Bettcher 
 
 
Dear St. Peter College Scholarship Committee,  
 
I cannot thank you enough for the extremely 
generous scholarship money! I attended 
Lutheran schools from preschool until college 
and have been blessed with amazing teachers. I 
look forward to being a blessing to my future 
students. Thank you again for helping me to 
achieve my future goals! 
 
God’s Blessings,  
Mary-Grace Chirco 

In loving memory of Jim Bohm, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Dorothy Rosso 

 

In loving memory of Ileen Haberski, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Dorothy Rosso 

 

In loving memory of Glen Piper, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Helen Jones 

 

In loving memory of Al Schwark, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Dorothy Rosso 

 

In loving memory of Pam Stotz, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Dorothy Rosso 

 

In loving memory of Gloria Zienert, a 
contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Dorothy Rosso 

In celebration of Vivienne Patrico’s 
baptism on October 4

th
, a 

contribution has been given to: 
Church Ministry by Nick and 

Danielle Patrico 
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 Connection 

Women In The Word 
Wednesday Bible Study 

 
Our In-Person Women’s Wednesday Morning 

Bible Study is canceled until further notice...Epidemic 
Order by MDHHS. 

 
Until we can meet again,  May our Lord  keep you in His 

Grace...and in His Word.   

For more Bible studies or small groups, check 
out our website stpetermacomb.com/ 

bible-studies. 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: Do 

you have a family member, loved one, or have 

an acquaintance with someone who is not 

engaging in a relationship by God’s design? Do 

you struggle with how to interact with them, not 

wanting to judge others but to show God’s love 

and just accept them where they are at? Then 

the Family and Friends of LGBT support group 

is for you! After our building reopens, we will 

meet tentatively on the third Thursday of 

each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small 

Conference Room in the Administration 

Wing. 

GriefShare:  Our GriefShare ministry is 

temporarily suspended.  Our hope and prayer is 

that we will be able to meet in-person in the not-

too-distant future.  If you are in need of 

immediate grief counseling or a grief support 

group, help is still available. Contact Linda 

Dunklau at (586) 247-5329. She can help you 

connect with an on-line GriefShare group, or she 

can connect you with a Stephen Minister for one-

on-one sharing. 

Stephen Ministry  Did you, like me, think that 

the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus 

would last a few weeks or at most a couple of 

months?  Wow, were we ever wrong!  Now that 

the reality of this pandemic has settled in, do you 

need an outlet and someone to talk to?  Do you 

need to unload some of that frustration and 

anxiety?  Stephen Ministers are not professional 

counselors, but they are really great listeners, 

and they’re here for you.  If you want to talk to 

someone confidentially, call me, Linda Dunklau 

at (586) 247-5329, and I will connect you to a 

Christian friend who will listen and pray with you. 

Stephen Ministry Training:  In the immediate 

future, Stephen Ministry training can probably 

not happen, but when this pandemic passes, we 

do want to conduct another training class.  We 

have streamlined the training so that your 

commitment would be approximately twenty-five 

hours of class.  For now, if you’ve been thinking 

about a way to serve your St. Peter family, 

please be praying about your possible 

involvement in Stephen Ministry.  If you want 

more information about what exactly Stephen 

Ministers do, please contact Linda Dunklau at 

(586) 247-5329. 
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Upcoming Events: 

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS If you have recently lost a loved one, whether a family member or a 
close friend, you might be wondering how you will survive Thanksgiving and Christmas without that 
precious person to celebrate with.  There is help!  A video and a chance for discussion will be 
offered twice to help you navigate the festivities to come. Join us via Zoom on Tuesday, November 
10, or Tuesday, December 8, both evenings at 7:00 p.m. for a video filled with practical suggestions 
for dealing with the joy of the season amidst your grieving. Then you will have the opportunity to 
share your hopes and fears with other people facing the same situation.  We will need to get access 
information to you, and a book for note-taking and reflection will be delivered to you, so please let 
Linda Dunklau at (586) 247-5329 know you are interested in participating.  May God bless you as 
you observe the holidays and adjust your celebration of Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

ST. PETER RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE  St. Peter is hosting an 

American Red Cross Blood Drive in the West Wing on Sunday, 

November 8 from 7:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Please see the helpful 

information below. Due to continuing COVID advisories, walk-ins are not 

being taken.  Please prayerfully consider signing up by contacting 

redcrossblood.org or Paula Hoegemeyer – (586) 322-2319 - 

hoegemeyer@att.net. Thank you! 

Important American Red Cross Update 

Communities across the country count on the American Red Cross for help every day — and 

supporting those communities is at the heart of what we do. We are pleased to share that as of 

June 15, all blood, platelet and plasma donations will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. As an 

organization dedicated to helping others, we are fortunate to be able to step up to help during this 

pandemic by offering this service at your upcoming blood drives. 

Here’s what you need to know about the COVID-19 Antibody testing: 

The COVID-19 antibody test used by the Red Cross is authorized by the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration and may indicate if the donor’s immune system has produced antibodies to the 

coronavirus, regardless of whether they developed symptoms. 

The Red Cross is not testing to diagnose an illness, referred to as a diagnostic test. Individuals who 

believe they may be ill with COVID-19 should not be present to donate until they are symptom free 

for 28 days. 

The blood donation process will not change — donations will be tested using samples obtained at 

the time of donation. There will be no charge to donors. 

Due to the anticipated high demand, appointments are highly encouraged. 

Donors can expect to receive the results of their antibody test within 7 to 10 days of their donation 

through the Blood Donor App or donor portal at RedCrossBlood.org. 

Donors need to have a successful donation to receive the COVID-19 antibody test results. Per 
standard donation procedure, only successful donations are sent to our laboratory for testing. 
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 Education 

Sunday School is now 

available virtually at 

StPeterMacomb.com! 

Sunday 
School 

Keep your faith and the faith of your family growing! 
Here are dozens of great devotions, ideas, Bibles and other resources. (Viewing 

Keynotes online? Click the links below, or visit the Sunday School page on our website.)  

Ages: Baby - Toddler 

Ages: Preschool 

Ages: 5-8 

Ages: 8-10 

Ages: 10-12 

Ages: 12-14 

Ages: 14-18 

Additional resources for adult 

devotions and online Bible studies 

are available on the Resources page 

of our website. 

Interested in a safe, Christian 
education for your child for the 
2021-22 school year? For more 

information about St. Peter School 
and Preschool, please contact our 

Admissions Department! 
 

(586) 781-9296 ext. 118 

https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-baby-toddler.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-preschool.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-5-8.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-8-10.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-10-12.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-12-14.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-14-18.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/church/covid-19-updates-resources/
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St. Peter Life Team 
November Focus:  Pregnancy & Infant Loss Awareness 

If you or someone you care about has lost a child to stillbirth, miscarriage, SIDS, or any other cause at any 
point during pregnancy or infancy, please help us raise awareness for Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness 
Month.  The article below is from nationalshare.org which is a pregnancy & infant loss support resource. 

In 1988, President Ronald Reagan proclaimed October as Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month 
[Proclamation 5890]. Tragically approximately a million pregnancies yearly in the United States end in early 
pregnancy loss, stillbirth, or the death of the newborn child. In October, Share Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Support hosts several events to honor and remember all of the sweet babies that have gone far too soon. 
These events include the Wave of Light Remembrance Service, and the annual Share Walk for 
Remembrance & Hope in St. Louis, MO, along with several chapter walks across the nation. The loss of a 
child stays with parents, friends, and family members forever, but it can be challenging for others to truly 
understand the emotional and physical impact. Events across the country take place each October and help 
people to better empathize and support parents on their journey to hope.   
 
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month enables us to consider how, as individuals and communities, 
we can meet the needs of bereaved parents and family members and work to prevent causes of these 
problems. Early Pregnancy Loss. Stillbirth. Infant Loss. Sadly, these are deeply painful experiences that 
many families face daily, but they receive little attention. It may be hard to talk about, but the more open we 
are, the better we can serve bereaved parents. Early pregnancy loss is the most common type of loss. 
According to the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), studies reveal that anywhere 
from 10-25% of all clinically recognized pregnancies will end in early pregnancy loss. When fetal death 
occurs after 20 weeks of pregnancy, it is called stillbirth. These tragic deaths occur in about 1 in 160 
pregnancies.   
 
Millions of mothers and fathers do not know where to turn for grieving support after losing a child. Bereaved 
families long for ways to honor their deceased babies and October is nationally recognized as Pregnancy & 
Infant Loss Awareness Month. While child loss may be a more common occurrence than people think, there 
are still far too many families that face the devastating moments alone, desperate for support before, during 
or after the loss of a baby. Who is there to help? Who is there to offer support?   
[http://nationalshare.org/news/2020-pregnancy-and-infant-loss-awareness/]   
 
The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.” This verse points out the importance of 
first drawing close to God, sharing your pain with Him through prayer, and studying His word, so He can 
speak comfort into your life. Secondly, it emphasizes the power of surrounding yourselves with a Christ-
centered community of believers who may have experienced similar loss as you - to walk along side of you, 
to provide a listening ear, and to remind you of the sure and certain hope we have in Christ. Empathy is 
defined as ‘the action of understanding, being aware of, being sensitive to, and vicariously experiencing the 
feeling, thoughts, and experience of another…”. There is a key difference between empathy and sympathy in 
that empathizing with someone involves ‘action’, it takes work. If you know of someone who has experienced 
loss of a child or infant, we would encourage you to reach out and share the love of Christ with them. 
 
Pray … 

… for parents that have experienced pregnancy or infant loss would be comforted with the hope and healing 
that only comes from a God that loved them so much that He would give His only Son for their redemption. 

… for God’s people to recognize the pain resulting from such tragic loss and provide the love and support 
that those grieving so desperately need. 

… that all Christians would become gospel motivated voices For Life, sharing the love of Christ and speaking 
God’s truth with confidence and grace. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
BY BETTY J. YOUNGBLOOD 

Fiscal Year Review:  We have completed three months (July-September 2020) of the 2020-21 fiscal 

year.  The data below compare these three months with the same time period in 2019. 

Total Income for the Church and School combined this fiscal year is $891,107.  This compares to 

$839,571 for the same time period in 2019, an increase of 6.1% or $51,536. 

Church Income this year is $568,491 compared to $577,826 last year, a decrease of 1.6% or $9,335.   

School Income this year is $322,616 compared to $261,745 last year, an increase of 23.3% or 

$60,871. 

Total Expenses for the Church and School this year are $895,919, compared to $906,532 last year, a 

decrease of 1.2% or $10,613.  

Church Expenses this year are $435,372, compared to $497,121 last year, a decrease of 12.4% or 

$61,749. 

School Expenses this year are $460,547, compared to $409,412 last year, an increase of 12.5% or 

$51,135.  

Net Income currently stands at -$4,812, meaning that expenses have exceeded income.  This number 

is very small and is substantially better than budget projections.  

Budgetary Notes: 

• Overall, compared to last month, income remains up and expenses remain down. 

• School income reflects increased enrollment, including a greater number of non-member families. 

• Church expenses are down, reflecting fewer events and operating hours combined with continuing 

purchasing restraints. 

• School expenses are up, reflecting the need for beginning-of-the-year items, including textbooks 

and personal protection equipment (e.g., hand sanitizer, masks, and plexiglass dividers) and salary 

adjustments needed to move closer to district levels. 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
 

TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN TO THE MOVING 
FORWARD CAMPAIGN WE HAVE ONE MORE YEAR 
TO GO AND ALREADY YOU HAVE LOWERED THE 
DEBT BY 2 MILLION DOLLARS. WOW, THAT’S 
WORTH CELEBRATING!  NOW WE ENTER THE 
FINAL PHASE.  LET’S PLEDGE TO FINISH STRONG.   
 
Stewardship tithing is something that our members strive 
to do annually.  During November, we encourage our 
members to prayerfully consider their regular intentional 
giving to support the mission and vision of St. Peter in 
the coming New Year.  We want everyone to give not out 
of responsibility, but with a grateful heart for all God has 
done for him or her.   

(Continued on pg. 11) 
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This year, members will be able to pledge on-line 
and/or in person.  To pledge on line go to 
St.PeterMacomb.com and click the following three (3) 
buttons:  Church, In the Know and Moving Forward.  
There you will find a form to help you enter your 
desired regular intentional giving for 2021 a 1-Year 
Pledge and Year 3 of a 3-Year Pledge to the Moving 
Forward Campaign.   
 
If you are not filling out a pledge card on-line we will have them available in the Church Office or in the 
Narthex area of the Church.  Members will present their giving intentions during worship services the 
weekend of November 21 and 22.  If you cannot attend worship in person, please feel free to bring or mail 
the form to the Church Office.  For your convenience, you can put the form in the DROP BOX located on 
the brick wall just outside the Church Office entrance (Door #28). 
 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

The 2021 Offering Envelopes will be available for pick-up in the Fellowship Hall area on Sunday, 
December 6 and 13 during the hours of 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.  Those coming from the parking lot 
will enter at Door #2 and exit through Door #3.  Members of the Board of Finance will be there to greet 
you and to help with crowd control.  For those attending worship at 11 o’clock they will be able to come 
from the Narthex into Fellowship Hall to obtain their box.  During the pandemic, we want to be sure that 
everyone is safe and that safety and cleaning protocols are followed.  Envelopes will also be available with 
a 24-hour advance notice during the month of December by calling the Church Office at (586) 781-3434 
to arrange for pick-up or by emailing fschluessler@splcs.net .     
 
DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THE NEW CHARITABLE DEDUCTION? 
To help alleviate the economic devastation caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, Congress 
has enacted the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act). Among its provision is a 
brand new universal deduction for charitable contributions. 

In 2020, taxpayers who do not itemize may now deduct up to $300 per year in charitable 
contributions. Such deductions must be in cash (no property like old clothing), and given to a 501(c)(3) 
public charity.  Contributions to non-operating private foundations, support organizations, and donor 
advised funds do not come within the new deduction. 

Since this is a universal “above-the-line” deduction, taxpayers do not have to itemize to claim it. 
The IRS requires taxpayers to keep a written record of all cash contributions. For cash donations under 
$250, donors can use a bank statement or other documentation that substantiates that the payment was 
made. For all cash donations above $250, the donor must have a document or receipt from the nonprofit. 

Contributions received or postmarked by December 31 will be applied to your 2020 financial statement.  

For your convenience, there is a secured DROP BOX located on the brick wall just outside the Church 

Office entrance (Door 28) to collect your donations.   If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 

contact the church office.   

 

CHARITABLE IRA DISTRIBUTIONS 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions 

directly to a charitable organization.  The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from 

an IRA include: 

• The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI).   

• The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income. 

• The charitable amount counts towards the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the 

year, as calculated annually based on age and account balances.  In 2020, the CARES Act does give 

allowance to the individual to suspend the RMD. 

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds 
cannot be received by the account owner). 

http://www.St.PeterMacomb.com
mailto:fschluessler@splcs.net
https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/cares-act-learn-about-the-key-new-tax-provisions.html
https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/nonprofit-tax-exempt-status-501c3-30124.html
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for December Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on November 15. 
Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - atebay@splcs.net. 
All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 

Mrs. Sandra LaPerriere 
Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Deborah Lowry 
Preschool Director 

Mr. Tim Leinberger 
Principal 

 

Rev. Mark Arendell 
Associate Pastor 

Rev. Mark T. Wuggazer 
Senior Pastor 

Mr. Robert W. Costa 
Director of Modern  

Worship and 
Communications 

Mr. Jason von der Lage 
Director of Student 

Ministry 
 

Rev. Craig Meyer 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Saturday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Monday 

6:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Traditional 
Traditional 
Traditional 

Modern 
(POSTPONED) 

17051 24 Mile Road, Macomb, Michigan 48042 
Church: (586) 781-3434   School: (586) 781-9296 

StPeterMacomb.com 

Please visit StPeterMacomb.com to see other 
opportunities to worship through Sunday School, 

Bible studies, small groups and more! 

Worship Service Times: 

St. Peter Lutheran Church and School is a member congregation of The LCMS. 

Miss Allison Tebay 
Director of Outreach 

and Evangelism 


