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Friends, 

It was one month ago when I told you that I had received a Divine Call from St. John Lutheran, in Cypress, 
Texas, to serve the congregation as Senior Pastor.  You may be wondering why you haven’t heard 
anything yet, and what is taking so long?  (See September Keynotes) 

In a word, the pandemic has made things difficult. Texas is a hotspot. Therefore, it is prudent that Jen and I 
self-quarantine upon our return until we receive negative test results. With that in mind, I had to find a 
period of time on the calendar in which I could quarantine without too much disruption to my work at St. 
Peter. We will be visiting St. John, Cypress, the weekend of October 3-5. We will return on the 6

th
, and 

begin our quarantine. We have promised the church leadership that we will decide by October 24.  

Once again we ask for your prayers as we discern God’s will!  

In the meantime, a friend of mine wrote a really great article that I want to share with you below.  

 

Blessings In Christ, 

Pastor Mark Wuggazer 

KEYNOTES 

October 2020 
Our Mission is to Glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

What Can the Church Do?  By Rev. David A. Davis 

Wow. Racial strife. Social chaos. Economic disorder. Political rancor. Persistent pandemic. Debilitating 

lockdown. What should the Church do? What should YOU do?  It is time for the Church to (still) be the 

Church. What do we do? The Apostle Paul gives some suggestions in Ephesians 6:10–18. 

THE BELT OF TRUTH We Christians seek and then act on the truth: biblical truth, historical truth, 

scientific truth. All truth is God’s truth.  From ancient times we know that the first casualty in war is truth. 

As Christians, we must seek the truth. What is the truth about racial division? What is the truth of 

violence by one group against another?  What are true causes and solutions for poverty?  We 

Christians do not simply swallow pronouncements of politicians and the pontifications of media outlets. 

We do not blindly accept “what everyone is saying.” Comb the statistics for yourself. Investigate 

primary sources. Consult opinions divergent from your own. We seek truth and strap it on. 

THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS Having been declared righteous through the blood of 
Jesus, we Christians and our churches seek to set things right.  Where someone is hurting, we help. 
When someone is lonely, we visit. When someone is hungry or thirsty, we supply what they need. 
When someone is being treated unfairly or wrongly, we speak up and step in. We seek to set things 
right: marriages, families, neighborhoods, relationships. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/September-Keynotes-2020.pdf
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Jr. High (7th & 8th Grade) Sr. High (9th-12th Grade) Young Adults (College +) 

will not meet in person until 
further notice  

will not meet in person until 
further notice  

Wed. 7 p.m. - ”Screw Tape Letters” 
Thurs. 7 p.m. - “7 Deadly Sins” 

SQUAD UP 
A SERIES ON FRIENDSHIP 

Everyone wants a squad — a community of people that cares for us, helps 
and supports us, and gives us a place to belong. In short, we all want to be 
part of a community that feels like family. That kind of community isn't easy 
to come by, but it's exactly what Jesus had in mind for His followers when 
the Church first began. In this series, we'll discover why the word "Church" 
means something much bigger than a building, we'll learn what life was like 
for some of the earliest Christians, and we'll explore four big ideas that 
mean as much for us today as they did to the Jesus-followers who lived 

nearly 2,000 years ago. The truth is, we can all be part of God's family, and because we're God's family, we can do 
for others what God has done for us, we can grow together, and we can stand strong together. 

THE HELMET OF SALVATION If truth is the first casualty of war, fear is the first strike against its soldiers. And it is 
hard for soldiers to make good decisions when they are afraid. As Christians, we are clear-minded. We keep the 
conviction of our safety firmly fixed in our heads. As a friend says, “We fight from victory not for victory.” Or as the 
Apostle Paul, who lived in the pagan, brutal world of the Roman Empire, wrote: “We are MORE THAN conquerors 
through him who loved us.” Politicians want you to be afraid of the other side. Marketers want you to be afraid that 
you are missing out on something they have to sell. The news media seemingly wants you to be afraid of everything 
(a virus, singing in church, people of a different skin tone, the weather, pharmaceuticals, other nations, our nation) 
except them. Like a fireman who straps on his helmet and fearlessly rushes into danger, the Church serves 
fearlessly. We gather with and pray for enemies.  As heirs to eternal life, we carry out our assorted vocations as 
policeman, school teacher, scientist, doctor, nurse, student, neighbor or friend, boldly blessing and helping where 
God has placed us without a thought of our own safety. 

THE SANDALS OF THE GOSPEL People need good news. Desperately.  Guilty people need to hear about 
forgiveness. People on the outside looking in need to hear about welcome. Discouraged people need to hear about 
strength for the day. The Church and its people are an invading force of good news. The solution is not a new drug. 
The solution is not a new social policy. The solution is not a change in authority. The solution is not a new car or a 
better degree or a week’s vacation. The solution is a new heart, a new mind. The Bible labels that repentance. More 
than a turning away from evil, repentance is the gift of a new way of thinking. The Church goes into the world with 
proclamation of life, forgiveness, reconciliation.  

THE SHIELD OF FAITH Satan is wicked. He is a liar. He is a murderer. He is the enemy.  He wants us frightened, 
angry, embittered. He wants us discouraged, distracted, disinterested. He wants us to not realize what great peace 
and power come from the cross of Jesus. We lift up the shield of faith to quench every last one of the flaming arrows 
of temptation he shoots our way.  The shield of faith protects us against the real enemy. Our enemy is not flesh and 
blood—people of a different skin tone, people of a different political party, people with a different point of view. Our 
enemy is Satan and his powers and principalities who are exerting their last gasps of eternal battle against the 
Prince of Peace. Our protection is the shield of faith: confidence in a crucified, risen, ruling, and returning Savior. 

THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT The Word of God: powerful, effective, productive, life-changing, saving, encouraging. 
We read, mark, learn and inwardly digest the Word of God. It changes us from the inside out. And it sends us out to 
proclaim it to others. We go forth with the power of God’s good Word to make an eternal difference in a dying world. 

AND PRAYER Ephesians 6:10–18 concludes with a call to prayer. What does the Church, its churches and its 
people do? We pray. Fervently. Exhaustively. Extensively. Persistently. Confidently. Joyfully.   

Rev. David A. Davis serves as the Senior Pastor at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Haslett and as the 3rd Vice 
President of the Michigan District, LCMS 

(Cont. from Page 1) 
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A Devotional from Pastor Mark Arendell 

 

 Worship 

Cherrie and I took a trip last month for our first vacation of the year.  

Normally, I like to take little time off after Christmas and before Easter.  

But, like everyone else, my original vacation plans did not turn out like I 

thought they would.  We were supposed to go to California but that never 

materialized.   With the recent events we thought it would be a good time to 

visit old friends.  Through that has happened, we came to the realization 

that life is fragile and the time we have here is limited. We knew that 

before, but the recent times have brought the idea home. With that in mind 

there were three couples that have meant a lot to us who we have not seen 

for four years or more.  These are the people we have walked through hard 

times with.  People we have celebrated the wonderful highs of life.  They 

the people who have challenged us when we needed it and stood by us and 

held us up when we were weak. Before time got away from us, Cherrie and 

I wanted to make sure they knew how important they are to us. We traveled 

to Chicago and St. Louis on a wonderful road trip where we saw one 

National Park, three zoos, a buffalo and elk preserve, strolled through a 

Japanese garden, fed an emu, held a Spectacle Owl, saw trolls, ate at one of 

the best steak restaurants in the country and spent a night in a train car.  All 

of that was fantastic but none of it beat the times spent with our friends.  

Each couple we met for dinner was an evening I hope I will never forget. 

Right from the hugs, our conversations started like no time passed at all. 

We laughed like we had no cares, eyes got watery, voices raised in 

excitement and fell in seriousness. We shared stories about the past, talked 

about the present and dreamed about the future. It is a true blessing when 

God has gifted you with people who care about you. After each evening 

with friends I felt renewed. More than once I exclaimed, “Wow, what a 

vacation.” This verse came to mind:  

Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. 

Friends are gifts that continue to bless you all your life. I would encourage 

you, if you have not reached out to a friend to do so. It may just renew you 

and help you to see some of the greatest blessings God has given you. 

God Bless you, 

Pastor Mark Arendell. 

“Mighty Jesus” by The 
Neverclaim, while having come 
out quite a few years ago, is a 
song that resonates with me 
every time I hear it. This song is 
a call to stand on the solid rock 
we have in Jesus and nothing 
else. In the chorus it echoes 
words from the parable of the 
wise and foolish builder 
(Matthew 7:24-27). I think of 
the many times I faced a storm 
that was so much bigger than 
myself. We build up so many 
things around ourselves for 
protection, but in the end, they 
seem to be pointless and 
nothing more than grass that 
withers away (Psalm 37:2). 
However, any time I felt 
overwhelmed and came to 
Him, it all seemed so small in 
comparison to His might. This 
song reminds me to turn to the 
“Mighty Jesus” that we serve 
and nothing else.  
 
Robert W. Costa 
Dir. Of Modern Worship 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 

Worship Services 

Traditional: Saturday - 6:00 p.m., Sunday - 8 & 9:30 a.m., 
Monday - 7:00 p.m. 

Modern:  Sunday - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday 9:30 & 11 a.m. livestreams available at 
StPeterMacomb.com 
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Service 

Volunteers are 

needed to make 

pickups of donated 

food from stores 

and bring to the 

Food Pantry. 

Exposure to others 

is very limited, you’ll 

mostly be driving your car or truck. 

Volunteers are also needed to pack and sort 

food at the Food Pantry. Donations of food 

and money are always needed as well! If 

you’d like to donate boxes, we ask that boxes 

are 18-22" Long X 12-16" Wide about the 

size of a copy paper box are what is needed. 

Please do not bring anything much smaller or 

larger or we will have to dispose of them. 

Thank you!  
 

Karen Foust 
Hope For the Hungry 

(586) 491-0652 
karenwiegand@gmail.com 
hopeforthehungrypantry.org 

Please continue to save sample or regular size 

bottles of shampoo, conditioner, lotions, soap, 

deodorant, dental floss, toothpaste, etc. for Luke 

Project 52 Clinic and Turning Point.  They can be 

deposited in the appropriate drawer in the church 

coat room. If you have any questions, please 

contact Joyce Schwark (586) 524-9328. Thank you! 

On October 19, we are 

delivering the Lutheran World 

Relief Kits and Quilts for 

boxcar loading.  If you have 

any items for either the Wellness Kits or the School 

Kits, please have them taken to the church office 

no later than October 16. This will be the last 

request for kits for this year.  We will begin 

collecting items again in January. There will be a 

notice in the Keynotes to that affect. 

Please continue to save cancelled postage stamps, 

as these are also needed by LWR to sell to stamp 

collectors which provide funding for the shipping of 

quilts and kits.  Some of the stamps are also sent 

to “Stamps for the Wounded” which help our 

wounded soldiers. 

Hello Friends of MCREST,  
We need some kitchen volunteers that want to help prepare some meals for the guests in the 
MCREST program. We will be making sandwiches, packing lunches, or assembling dinners every 
day (including weekends) from 1-3pm at the MCREST office in Roseville. If you'd like to help us, 
click on the link and sign up for a day that you're available.  
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49acac29aafb6-mcrest31 
  
If you're short on time or unavailable any of these days and still want to help in some way, this is our 
Amazon Smile Wishlist. Anything you purchase from this link will get shipped directly to us as a 
donation: https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2A0SVKD6IZ8HK/ref=smi_cl_wl_rd_cl 
  
Thank you for continuing to support MCREST. We can't operate without volunteers like you! 
  
Best wishes, 
Brittany Bowers, MCREST Kitchen Coordinator 
20415 Erin, Roseville 
(586) 415-5101 

mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
http://hopeforthehungrypantry.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49acac29aafb6-mcrest31
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2A0SVKD6IZ8HK/ref=smi_cl_wl_rd_cl
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Dear St. Peter Lutheran Church and School, 
 
Each year, for the past many years, we have been a part of the 
annual Peacemakers International October Outreach Ministry 
Event on Chene Street in Detroit. 
 
This year because of the Pandemic, we will not be able to go 
down to Peacemakers as an annual church event. 
 
However, Peacemakers is still hosting their Outreach events 
every 3rd Saturday of the month. 
 
The people on our St. Peter Lutheran Chene Street Leadership 
Team are currently making plans to help Peacemakers host their 
October event. Because of the unknown time that we live in, our help to Peacemakers will look 
different this year. 
 
1) We are asking for donations of brand-new packages of underwear and socks in men’s and 
women’s sizes. A labeled container for donations will be available starting on October 1 outside St. 
Peter door #1. This is by the Fellowship Hall.  
 
2) We are putting together an online sign up which will be available at stpetermacomb.com/church/
calendar/ beginning on October 1. Here you will find items listed that are needed to support the 
ongoing Peacemakers Ministry to the homeless men and women on Chene Street. Or you can find 
the sign up genius at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4BA4A928A6FC1-chene 
 
3) We are not taking any donations of used clothing this year. 
 
4) We are not able to do any in-person fundraising this year. Monetary donations may be made 
through the online sign up genius program. 
 
We ask you to please consider donating to this year's Peacemakers Outreach Ministry event, by 
signing up through the online sign up genius program. Here, you will be directed when and where 
to leave your donations. Your generous donations are needed during this very unknown time that 
we are all living in.  
 
We thank you in advance for your generosity. Anything that is donated, will be overwhelmingly 
appreciated by the Peacemakers Ministry. May God richly bless you and your family as we all 
continue to live in the place God has us. God is bigger than this pandemic! He knows where we 
are and how we are doing. 
 
Any questions, comments or concerns may be directed to: Rhonda Fiebelkorn (586) 925-2203 
or rhondaf85@hotmail.com 
 
We Thank You and Peacemakers International Thanks You! 
God's peace, comfort, joy and hope be yours, 
St. Peter Lutheran Peacemakers Outreach Ministry Team  

https://stpetermacomb.com/church/calendar/
https://stpetermacomb.com/church/calendar/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4BA4A928A6FC1-chene
mailto:rhondaf85@hotmail.com
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Long Time St. Peter Lay Leaders 
Honored For Their Years of Service 

 
At the August 20 Church Council meeting, two long-serving volunteers were honored and 
thanked for their many years of service to St. Peter Congregation.  
 
Larry Boeling was honored for his 34 years of service as Planning Council Recording Secretary 
dating back to 1986, and Kevin Zauel for his 12 years of leadership, including serving the last 
four years as Congregation President. Kevin was term-limited in his position, and Larry 
completed the last of many terms, and is taking a well-deserved “retirement” from church 
service at this time.  
 
New officers and board members officially took office on September 1 this year, delayed from 
the usual July 1 date due to the elections being delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Kevin awarded Larry with his plaque, and “Social Distancing”  
made for an interesting presentation photo. 

Current 1
st

 Vice President, and incoming President Bruce 
Brendle awarded Kevin with his plaque.  
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Upcoming Events: 

Life Chain: Please prayerfully consider joining 

members of St. Peter in “speaking up for life” on 

October 4, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. We will gather 

together to give witness to our church and our 

community that we are a congregation that loves 

and values life within the womb. Social distancing 

is practiced during this event. 

FLU VACCINATION CLINIC: St. Peter, in 

conjunction with Rite-Aid Pharmacy, is hosting 

a “drive through” flu vaccination clinic after 

worship on Saturday, October 17 from 7 - 8 

p.m. and on Sunday, October 18 from 9 

a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the south portico at Door 

#12. A downloadable screening form is 

available on the St. Peter website.  It will be 

helpful to fill that out ahead of time for each 

member of your family.  We will also have 

forms available on-site.  Be sure to fill out your 

medical insurance number on the form or bring 

your insurance card with you.  Hi-dose vaccine 

for people over 65 and pneumococcal 

pneumonia vaccine will also be available.  

In the midst of the COVID 19 pandemic it is 

more important than ever to be protected 

against influenza. Everyone 6 months of 

age and older should get a flu vaccination 

every season. Influenza (the flu) is a 

contagious respiratory illness caused by 

influenza viruses. It can cause mild to severe 

illness, and at times can lead to death. Some 

people, including older people, young children, 

and people with certain health conditions, are 

at a higher risk for serious flu complications. 

The best way to prevent the flu is by getting 

vaccinated each year. The flu vaccine viruses 

are attenuated (weakened), and therefore 

cannot cause flu illness.  

Please contact Paula at (586) 322-2319 or 

hoegemeyer@att.net for more information. 

COMING IN NOVEMBER: 

St. Peter is hosting an American Red 

Cross Blood Drive in the West Wing 

on Sunday, November 8 from 7:30 

a.m. to 1:15 p.m.   

Please prayerfully consider signing 

up by contacting RedCrossBlood.org 

or Paula Hoegemeyer at (586) 322-

2319 or hoegemeyer@att.net 

Thank you! 

MCREST’S Annual Reverse Raffle 
Fundraiser will be held virtually through 
YouTube streaming to adhere to social 
distancing procedures. 
 
The online event will begin at 7 p.m. on 
October 16, 2020. 
 
For more information concerning this annual 
event; please visit the MCREST 
website  www.mcrest.org   
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
The raffle will feature no more than 300 
tickets, with each ticket priced at $100.  
The top prize is $5000, followed by second 
and third place prizes of $1000 and $500, 
respectively. 
  
During the raffle, 300 tickets will be dropped 
into a raffle wheel, with each ticket bought 
representing one chance to win. Additional 
tickets will be drawn for prizes throughout the 
event. 
 
Tickets can be bought through Raffle 
Creator or the MCREST website 
www.mcrest.org 

mailto:hoegemeyer@att.net
http://www.mcrest.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HNHBdDEdDmWGAYdArXo3gd-jIfAVNJS7va7BoLdK8WeNhlDgozl9ySjB7lVijZLTE9tCe3k5lc4h1laYE6nUew-xn2EjoB3dIDLX2AgjXT9pBQVn6tFLjDtUR69NtTd_9S78AJpqWLpFaQCYIsY0ig==&c=3Hp9io_JxA9vZmTp_YMsxaKy0p-6vQ1BCmBdyWabGu77iTC8JVI4dw==&ch=IOLyNH767f-kL
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember a 

special occasion or loved one by purchasing 

flowers for the front of church? Maybe it's a 

birthday, anniversary, baptism, wedding, or 

just a special day to honor someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's 

easy to do and it will be noted in the weekly 

bulletin. The cost is $25. Checks made 

payable to: St. Peter Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church 

Office.  

Thank You... 

Memorial Offerings 

Thank Offerings 
In celebration and thanksgiving for their 57th 

wedding anniversary, a contribution was given to: 

Moving Forward by Stanley and 

Marion Krakowski 

In celebration of Lisa and Gregg Matkin’s 25th 

wedding anniversary, a contribution has been given to:  

Moving Forward by Jerry and Janet Stange 

In thanksgiving for their granddaughter Skylar Grace, 

a contribution has been 

given to: 

Moving Forward by Mark and 

Linda Schwark 

We would like to extend a big thank you to 
everyone who donated school supplies or 
book bags for the children served by 
Macomb Charitable Foundation.   We were 
so overwhelmed by your generosity, and 
we appreciate all of the donations.  We 
wish that each of you could have witnessed 
the joy that each child who received the 
supplies and book bags expressed.  What a 
blessing you were for these kids!!   May 
God continue to bless you!      
 
Lois Bellhorn and Jackie Wangelin 

In loving memory of Stan Gozdor, a contribution 

has been given to: 

Giving Tree by P.R. and Colleen Cornelius 

In loving memory of Norm Hewer, a contribution 

has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Don and Gloria Koch 

In loving memory of Glen Piper, a contribution 

has been given to: 

Church Ministry by George and Deborah Jones 

In loving memory Alton Schwark, a contribution 

has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Don Russell 

Moving Forward by Milton and Evelyn Miller 

In loving memory of Ileen Haberski, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Milt and Evelyn Miller, Lorraine 

Rosso 

In loving memory of Ron Harm, a contribution has 

been given to: 

Moving Forward by Carol Harm and Family 

In loving memory of Ray Penny, a contribution 
has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Nancy Penny 

We wish to thank everyone who donated 

items for any of the Lutheran World Relief 

Kits. We have assembled over 150 School 

Kits that will be sent to impoverished areas 

of the world. Thank you again for your 

support this year! 

Joyce Schwark, St. Peter LWML 

Representative  
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 Connection 

Women In The Word 
Wednesday Bible Study 

 
Our In-Person Women’s Wednesday Morning 

Bible Study is canceled until further notice...Executive  
Order by MI Governor Whitmer. 

 
Until we can meet again,  May our Lord  keep you in His 

Grace...and in His Word.   

For more Bible studies or small groups, check 
out our website stpetermacomb.com/ 

bible-studies. 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: Do 

you have a family member, loved one, or have 

an acquaintance with someone who is not 

engaging in a relationship by God’s design? Do 

you struggle with how to interact with them, not 

wanting to judge others but to show God’s love 

and just accept them where they are at? Then 

the Family and Friends of LGBT support group 

is for you! After our building reopens, we will 

meet tentatively on the third Thursday of 

each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small 

Conference Room in the Administration 

Wing. 

GriefShare:  Our GriefShare ministry is 

temporarily suspended.  Our hope and prayer is 

that we will be able to meet in-person in the not-

too-distant future.  If you are in need of 

immediate grief counseling or a grief support 

group, help is still available. Contact Linda 

Dunklau at (586) 247-5329. She can help you 

connect with an on-line GriefShare group, or she 

can connect you with a Stephen Minister for one-

on-one sharing. 

Stephen Ministry  Did you, like me, think that 

the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus 

would last a few weeks or at most a couple of 

months?  Wow, were we ever wrong!  Now that 

the reality of this pandemic has settled in, do you 

need an outlet and someone to talk to?  Do you 

need to unload some of that frustration and 

anxiety?  Stephen Ministers are not professional 

counselors, but they are really great listeners, 

and they’re here for you.  If you want to talk to 

someone confidentially, call me, Linda Dunklau 

at (586) 247-5329, and I will connect you to a 

Christian friend who will listen and pray with you. 

Stephen Ministry Training:  In the immediate 

future, Stephen Ministry training can probably 

not happen, but when this pandemic passes, we 

do want to conduct another training class.  We 

have streamlined the training so that your 

commitment would be approximately twenty-five 

hours of class.  For now, if you’ve been thinking 

about a way to serve your St. Peter family, 

please be praying about your possible 

involvement in Stephen Ministry.  If you want 

more information about what exactly Stephen 

Ministers do, please contact Linda Dunklau at 

(586) 247-5329. 
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 Education 

Sunday School is now 

available virtually at 

StPeterMacomb.com! 

Sunday 
School 

Keep your faith and the faith of your family growing! 
Here are dozens of great devotions, ideas, Bibles and other resources. (Viewing 

Keynotes online? Click the links below, or visit the Sunday School page on our website.)  

Ages: Baby - Toddler 

Ages: Preschool 

Ages: 5-8 

Ages: 8-10 

Ages: 10-12 

Ages: 12-14 

Ages: 14-18 

Additional resources for adult 

devotions and online Bible studies 

are available on the Resources page 

of our website. 

Interested in a safe, Christian 
education for your child for the 
2021-22 school year? For more 

information about St. Peter School 
and Preschool, please contact our 

Admissions Department! 
 

(586) 781-9296 ext. 118 

https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-baby-toddler.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-preschool.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-5-8.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-8-10.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-10-12.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-12-14.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-14-18.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/church/covid-19-updates-resources/
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St. Peter Life Team 
October Focus:  Love Protects Life 

We have been asked to ponder the question, “How is my faith impacting my daily life decisions, priorities, and 

routines?”  St Paul writes in Philippians 1:21, “For to me, to live is Christ…”  That means that every part of my 

life must be yielded to God.  We cannot ignore His Word, His truth, in any aspect of our daily lives.  That 

even includes the decisions we make about who will govern us.  God has established the government as an 

authority over us, and as Christian citizens, we have the responsibility to elect leaders who represent Him and 

His truth. 

 

(The following is condensed from the article “Beyond the Booth”, written by Rev. Dr. Joel Biermann, professor 

of systematic theology at Concordia Seminary, St Louis as printed in the Lutheran Witness,  August 2020) 

 

God directs all the spiritual and all the material aspects of our lives…Such direction touches every part 

of our lives – including the political part of being the citizen of a nation.  There can be no doubt, then, that God 

most certainly goes with you into the voting booth and has something to say about the ballot you cast. 

  

 It is the biblical and confessional understanding of God’s two kingdoms or realms that guides this right 

understanding of voting.  Simply put, the teaching of the two realms helps us see that God is directly involved 

in caring for His creation in two different but complementary ways.  In the spiritual realm, He answers our need 

for a right relationship with Him and through His church gives us forgiveness and grace in Christ.  In the 

temporal realm, He enables us to live in right relationships with one another as He provides for all that we 

need to live in this world and through His appointed government extends His justice in the world. (Romans 

13:1-7) The realms are not in opposition or competition, but together work to accomplish God’s purpose of 

claiming, preserving, saving and finally restoring the whole creation. 

 

 It is in this context of the two realms that we understand what it means to vote.  Voting is an activity of 

the temporal realm…Voting is no mere right or privilege; it is a holy obligation, a responsibility, a small but 

significant vocation given by God to each Christian citizen.  You need to vote. 

 

 So how does God want you to vote?...God wants you to vote for the people, principles and platforms 

that will uphold and advance His justice in the world…For Christians who seek to honor God and serve their 

neighbor by the way they vote, God’s Law is the guide. 

 

 When you cast your ballot, consider the following: 1) your overriding responsibility is to your nearest 

neighbor who has the most acute need 2) the protection of human life outweighs the enhancement of 

human life.  Basic moral questions touching on the protection of life have simple answers with little room for 

nuance. 

 

 There is something sacred about voting – it is a holy task given to you by God and done for the sake of 

your neighbor.  Cast your ballot wisely, selflessly and confidently.” 

 

 Pray … 

 

…for Christians to vote knowledgably and wisely as they choose leadership for our nation…that we bathe the 

candidates with prayer and ask God’s wisdom to guide their decisions 

 

…that we repent of our failure to keep God’s Word a priority in the public square for He promises “…if My 

people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 

 

…for peace and unity among the people in our nation, regardless of color or creed 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
BY BETTY J. YOUNGBLOOD 

Fiscal Year Review:  We have completed two months (July-August 2020) of the 2020-21 fiscal year.  

The data below compare these two months with the same time period in 2019. 

Total Income for the Church and School combined this fiscal year is $598,575.  This compares to 

$561,299 for the same time period in 2019, an increase of 6.6% or $37,276. 

Church Income this year is $384,154 compared to $384,944 last year, a decrease of 0.2% or $790.   

School Income this year is $214,422 compared to $176,355 last year, an increase of 21.6% or 

$38,067. 

Total Expenses for the Church and School this year are $545,131, compared to $593,956 last year, 

a decrease of 8.2% or $48,825.  

Church Expenses this year are $272,722, compared to $343,522 last year, a decrease of 20.6% or 

$70,800. 

School Expenses this year are $272,410, compared to $250,434 last year, an increase of 8.8% or 

$21,976.  

Net Income, the amount remaining after expenses were met during the first two months of the 

current fiscal year, is $54,444.  We are off to a good start! 

Budgetary Notes: 

• Overall, income is up and expenses are down. 

• School income reflects increased enrollment.  Classes are full to the capacities set for social 

distancing.  Total K-8 enrollment as of this date is 349, compared to 331 last year.  A third and 

new kindergarten class was added and is included in the total K-8 enrollment. 

• Church expenses are down, reflecting fewer events and operating hours combined with      

continuing purchasing restraints. 

• School expenses are up, reflecting the need for beginning-of-the-year items and salary 

adjustments needed to move closer to district levels. 

Moving Forward Update:  In November 2018, at the very beginning of the Moving Forward 

Campaign, the mortgage balance was $4,753,915.  As of August 31, 2020, the Church Extension 

Fund loan balance was $3,127,174.  Since the coronavirus issues began, we have retained Moving 

Forward contributions in a local savings account in order to maximize budgetary flexibility in the event 

of a financial emergency.  These funds currently total $265,525.  This entire amount will be forwarded 

to the Church Extension Fund at a later time.  Therefore, the “real” loan balance today is $2,861,649.  

This represents a decrease of 40.0% in the mortgage balance since our beginning point in November 

2018.  Thanks to all of you, we continue to move forward!   
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for November Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on October 15. 
Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - atebay@splcs.net. 
All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 

Mrs. Sandra LaPerriere 
Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Deborah Lowry 
Preschool Director 

Mr. Tim Leinberger 
Principal 

 

Rev. Mark Arendell 
Associate Pastor 

Rev. Mark T. Wuggazer 
Senior Pastor 

Mr. Robert W. Costa 
Director of Modern  

Worship and 
Communications 

Mr. Jason von der Lage 
Director of Student 

Ministry 
 

Rev. Craig Meyer 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Saturday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Monday 

6:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Traditional 
Traditional 
Traditional 

Modern 
Traditional 

17051 24 Mile Road, Macomb, Michigan 48042 
Church: (586) 781-3434   School: (586) 781-9296 

StPeterMacomb.com 

Please visit StPeterMacomb.com to see other 
opportunities to worship through Sunday School, 

Bible studies, small groups and more! 

Worship Service Times: 

St. Peter Lutheran Church and School is a member congregation of The LCMS. 

Miss Allison Tebay 
Director of Outreach 

and Evangelism 


