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KEYNOTES 

December 2020 
Our Mission is to Glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ 

Work continues in preparation for Pastor Wuggazer’s departure to serve as Senior Pastor at St. John 

Lutheran Church in Cypress, Texas. Your elected leaders, Pastor Arendell, Principal Leinberger, and staff 

have been working diligently to keep our church and school moving forward in these challenging times. 

Our Elders recommended and Church Council approved the appointment of Pastor Mark Arendell as 

Interim Senior Pastor. This appointment is effective December 1st, 2020 until such time as the 

congregation voters extend a call for Administrative Pastor and that call is accepted. Pastor Craig Meyer 

has also agreed to step in and pick up additional responsibilities and we’ve met with Director of Student 

Ministries, Jason von der Lage, and discussed how he can best serve our ministry team at this important 

time in our congregation. We also met recently with Dr. Rob Kasper, the Michigan District’s Assistant to 

President Dr. David P. E. Maier who explained the various steps in the District process to fill a pastoral 

vacancy. We were encouraged to hear that our recent efforts in the Moving Forward Campaign and vision 

work can be leveraged to move us quickly through the process. We want to share that a Call Committee 

has been finalized and we’ve had an Exit Interview with Pastor Wuggazer where he shared a number of 

important points that will greatly help our next Senior Pastor acclimate when he joins us here. We are also 

working to have a documented transition plan in place by the end of the month. Also, a reminder that 

Pastor Wuggazer’s last scheduled sermon here is on Sunday, Dec. 13. We will be officially thanking him 

for his ministry at the Saturday, Dec. 12 service, along with the 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m. services on Sunday, 

Dec. 13. We will have a socially-distanced opportunity to say our farewells to Pastor, Jen, Henry and Celia 

in the Fellowship Hall following the services. Due to the ongoing pandemic, we will be unable to offer food 

and beverages at the receptions, but encourage all who are able to take a moment to thank Pastor, and 

his family, and to say a farewell at that time. If you are considering a gift, Pastor Wuggazer has asked that 

any gifts not be given to him personally, but instead prefers that you consider a donation to our “Moving 

Forward Campaign,” or “Hope for the Hungry Food Pantry.” We want you to know that we’re moving 

forward, that our church and school leadership is fully engaged, and we’re working diligently to continue 

serving our Lord and each of you at this time. If you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to 

ask, and we’ll do our best to help answer them. 

Bruce Brendle, Congregation President 

Wayne Oehmke, 1st Vice President 

Michael Smith, Chairman, Board of Elders  

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

Hello St. Peter families, 

Below is the latest update on our Senior Pastor Position per the President of Our Congregation, Bruce 

Brendle. 

 

God’s Blessings, Pastor Mark Arendell 
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A Devotional from Pastor Mark Arendell 

 

 Worship 

A couple weeks ago it was great to do something that took away all of the noise.  I am 

sure you know what I mean; the noise of the pandemic, election and general unrest that 

just keeps grinding at you. That noise tries to drown out what you really should be 

listening to. So, it was so good the other day to go Christmas tree shopping.  Three 

years ago Cherrie and I moved into a condo that has a twenty-foot ceiling in the living 

room.  Last year, it struck us when we put up our seven foot Christmas tree it 

disappeared in the room.  We also noticed that four moves in the last ten years did not 

do that tree any favors. The need for a new tree was also helped along by a friend who 

invited us over to see their Christmas decorations. When Cherrie saw her tree, that was 

it. The old short tree was on its way out. So, on a sunny Saturday morning, we began 

our search. My mind was full of the noise when we pulled up to the first store in search 

of that perfect tree. Cherrie and I had in mind that we wanted a tree that was much taller 

to fill in the empty space. Once we got over to the Christmas tree display, I had to put 

the noise away and start thinking about which tree to buy. There must have been at least 

thirty trees of different shapes and heights with various lighting options.  It was like a 

Christmas fantasy land! I was getting confused until Cherrie stopped in front of a tree 

and said, “What do you think?” Which usually means, this one. It was just what we said 

we wanted.  Although I had a different location in mind in living room than Cherrie 

thought, we settled on the spot. (Yes the tree is right where Cherrie said it should be and 

it looks great.)  That was when I noticed the price and thought, wait, I don’t want to buy 

a tree farm just one artificial tree! After we left the store the noise came and went the 

rest of day. My mind wondered and worried about all kinds of things. We brought the 

tree home and put it up and I noticed that I could no longer reach to put the tree 

together. I had to go and get a ladder. Ten feet is quite a ways from the floor! Later 

when we wanted to decorate the top on the tree I had to get the ladder again. As I 

climbed the ladder I thought, what a wonderful idea it was getting a ten-foot tree! 

Cherrie handed me the tree topper and that was when the noise completely stopped. We 

have had that tree topper for over thirty years.  It is blown glass with a glass bulb that 

contains a small golden baby Jesus in a manger with Mary and Joseph kneeling next to 

the manger. I held it in my hand brushed some dust off and thought that is what it is all 

about. The baby in the manger is Jesus. Jesus came here to save and He promised that 

nothing would ever take me out of His hands. No pandemic, no messy election and no 

unrest would ever change the fact that He has a hold of me. I put the tree topper on and 

remembered what a friend said, when I said, we have to stop listening to the noise.  The 

response was, “yes, we need to listen to the Voice.” 

 

1Kings 19:11-13 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of 

the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the 

mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the 

wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 

After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire 

came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went 

out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing 

here, Elijah?” 

God does not need to shout and the noise that makes us worry over the future is not His. 

God sometimes reaches out to us in the quite moments with a whisper that is stronger 

than a shout to remind us we are His Children and all noise in the world will never 

change that.  This Christmas let us gather around a manger to listen to the voice of 

peace, grace, forgiveness and love.  It’s there, can you hear it? 

Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Mark 

This month I hoped to get 
your Christmas celebration 
started with something a 
little different—“Born Is The 
King (It’s Christmas)” by 
Hillsong Worship. When it 
comes to Christmas music, I 
find that I usually lean more 
toward the classics. While 
this is a song that was 
written in 2011, I absolutely 
love the childlike joy 
(Matthew 18:1-3) that it 
captivates in song about our 
Lord and Savior’s birth. 
Christmas can so easily be a 
time where we lose sight of 
its true meaning and this 
song was written to be a 
celebration. So let’s 
celebrate His birthday 
together with joy in our 
hearts. (Matthew 2:2) 

 
Robert W. Costa 
Dir. Of Modern 
Worship 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Jr. High (7th & 8th Grade) Sr. High (9th-12th Grade) Young Adults (College +) 

Virtual Virtual Virtual 

Christmas today vs. 
Christmas in Bethlehem?  
 
Well, let’s just say they are two very different worlds. But 
they don’t have to be. Christmas tends to turn into a 
holiday where we think about what we will get instead of 
what we have the opportunity to give. By looking at the 
Christmas story and wondering about everything that 
each person gave, you’ll be able to give some incredible 
encouragement to students wanting to make Christmas 
less about “me” and more about Jesus. On the first 

Christmas, Mary and Joseph gave up their comfort, the shepherds gave their stories, the wise men 
gave their worship, and God gave everything. Knowing all of that, we can inspire us to give things too. 
  
We are going to be meeting online this month...please contact Jason for times and links to hang out 
virtual! jvonderlage@splcs.net or (810) 252-6054 

Worship Services 

Traditional: 
Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8 & 9:30 a.m. 
 

Modern:  
Sunday - 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday 9:30 & 11 a.m. livestreams available at 
StPeterMacomb.com 

Church Office Holiday Hours: 

• Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 – Closed 

• Christmas Day, Dec. 25 – Closed  

• New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31 – Closed 

• New Year’s Day, Jan. 1 – Closed 

Christmas Season Services 
Advent (Dec. 2, 9, 16): 3:30 p.m.—Traditional, 7:00 p.m.—Modern 

(3:30 & 7:00 p.m. Livestream) NO Services at His Rock 

Christmas Eve: 1:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m.—Traditional, 

3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.—Modern (1:00 p.m. & 3:00 p.m. Livestream) 

Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m. 

(Sat., Dec. 6—No Service) 

New Year’s Eve: 7:00 p.m. 

New Year’s Day: No Services 
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Service 
 We continue to distribute food the first and third 

Thursdays of every month. December's dates are the 
3rd from 6:00-7:00 p.m. (Volunteers are needed after 

4:30 p.m.) and the 17th from 1:00- 2:00 p.m. 
(Volunteers are needed after 11:30 a.m.) Please 

email or text me if you’re available to help at either of 
these times. We’re still looking for volunteers who are 

willing to help out on Friday nights with our Panera 
donations. We need volunteers to pick up from our 

two stores: Hall and I-94 and Hall and Schoenherr at 
9:55 p.m. and transport the breads and baked goods 
to the pantry. We are also looking for someone willing 
to take over some or all of the Friday nights receiving 

the donations at the pantry location, sorting and putting those items away. You would 
be shown what to do and would have access to the building. Volunteers also needed 
Wednesday, December 2 and 16 from 9:45-10:30 a.m. to unload the delivery truck. 

 
If any of the congregation are members of Thrivent, consider directing your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars to Hope For the Hungry Pantry, or apply for a Thrivent Action Team 

Grant.  Each member is allowed two $250 grants per year. If you have any questions, 
or would like to know what the pantry needs are for a grant, please email or call me. 

 
Praise Reports: 

• St. Peter school held a highly successful food drive for the pantry!  Many thanks to 
the students, their parents and Mrs. Hardies for her great job again this year 
organizing this.  We had a new group of volunteers, all members of a baseball team 
come in and help check, sort and put the food away.   

• We are again being sponsored at the Meijer at 23 and Gratiot for this Christmas 
season's "Simply Give" campaign.  This year the campaign runs from now through 1-2-
2021.  Simply go to that Meijer store and pick a card from the end Cap and present to 
the cashier. They are $10 each. The cashier may or may not give you back the card 
(always some confusion) but it doesn't matter, once the card is rang up it is 
programmed in the database to go to Hope For the Hungry.  Meijer matches all 
donations, so every $10 becomes $20!  On December 1 and 12 it's double match 
days, which means for every $10 Meijer matches $20!  Last year St Peter's support 
was overwhelming!  These cards are turned over to the pantry at the end of the 
program and are used to purchase much of the food we distribute to the 
needy.  Please mark your calendars for December 1 and 12 and encourage anyone 
you know to purchase cards those days as well. That Meijer store has been such a 
blessing to us and we know God has used them in this way to bless all those in need. 

• We gave out 45 complete turkey dinners on Monday, November 7. A big thank you to 
all the volunteers who helped put everything together and distributed. The turkeys and 
all the fixins were donated by Macomb Food Program (who we partner with). MFP has 
been a real blessing and provides us thousands of pounds of food every month at no 
cost! 
 

Please consider coming out and see what the food pantry is doing!  Contact me with 
any questions or to lend a hand! 

 
God is good, He is in control, and He is providing! 

Blessings to all during this Christ-mas season! 
  

Karen Foust 
Hope For the Hungry 

(586) 491-0652 
karenwiegand@gmail.com 
hopeforthehungrypantry.org 

Diaper Drive: Diapers 

are not being collected 

at St. Peter as in past 

years. Instead, we 

encourage donating 

diapers directly to 

Compassion. 

Donations can be 

made throughout the 

year. 

Please continue to save 

sample or regular size 

bottles of shampoo, 

conditioner, lotions, soap, 

deodorant, dental floss, 

toothpaste, etc. for Luke 

Project 52 Clinic and 

Turning Point.  They can 

be deposited in the 

appropriate drawer in the 

church coat room. If you 

have any questions, 

please contact Joyce 

Schwark (586) 524-9328. 

Thank you! 

Please continue to save 

cancelled postage 

stamps, as these are also 

needed by LWR to sell to 

stamp collectors which 

provide funding for the 

shipping of quilts and kits. 

Some of the stamps are 

also sent to “Stamps for 

the Wounded” which help 

our wounded soldiers. 

mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
http://hopeforthehungrypantry.org/
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Hope for the Hungry Pantry was able to bless 40 

families with a complete turkey dinner for them to 

take home to prepare. Macomb Food 

Program's generosity provided the food and 

turkeys and St. Peter provided the volunteers. We 

separated and bagged the sides, pies, and fruit 

and then organized a line of cars and volunteers 

placed the items in the trunks of the family's 

cars. It was a huge success and we all had a 

blast!  Over and over we heard how appreciative 

everyone was. So good to bless others in this way. 

We applied for a Thrivent Action Team Grant, 

which the pantry will use to purchase items to 

make, decorate and pack Christmas cookies  to 

distribute to our families in December.  We have a 

commercial kitchen available to use in the Siefert 

building, and looking for people who would like to 

join in!  Should be a fun event. Looking at 

Saturday, November 29 or Sunday, the 30th to 

make cookies and  distribute on December 3 and 

then if enough interest/help we will do it again 

before December 17,  We will keep the group 

small so probably 5-7 people for each.  We can 

even decorate and package the cookies another 

time.  Anyone available who feels led to organize 

and lead this event?  Please call or email Karen 

Foust as soon as possible. (586) 491-0652, 

karenwiegand@gmail.com 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING DECEMBER 5, 2020 

We appreciate everyone who can help us decorate the sanctuary and put up the 

outdoor nativity on Saturday, December 5, 2020, at 9:00 a.m.  With some good music, 

some good laughter, and many willing hands, the work is made light and we will be 

done by 10:30 or so. We especially need some extra men to help with the heavier 

jobs.  Please call or text Vickie Wangelin at (586) 749-3325 to let her know if you are 

able to help or if you have any questions.  Thank you all so much and may God bless 

you and your families as you prepare your hearts for the celebration of our Lord's birth! 

Board of Trustees and Altar Guild 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR THE NURSING HOME We cannot go caroling this year but we can remember our 

elderly friends at the Advantage Care and Rehabilitation Center in Armada with a Christmas gift.  This year 

gifts can be left in the designated box outside Door #1 on or before Sunday, December 13th. Gift suggestions 

are:  large print word search, adult coloring books, body wash, hand cream, scented shampoo & conditioner 

(the 2 in 1 kind is good, for men and for women), body sprays, cologne, single magazines, not a subscription, 

music boxes, calendars, plastic snow globes, women’s flannel pajamas, anything inspirational.  Nothing glass 

and no candy please. Wrap your gift and put a note on the outside with the contents then the staff will 

distribute as needed. We are also collecting used magazines for men and women.  These can also be left in 

the box outside Door #1. Thank you for sharing God’s love. If you have questions, please call Vickie Wangelin 

(586) 749-3325. 
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember a 

special occasion or loved one by purchasing 

flowers for the front of church? Maybe it's a 

birthday, anniversary, baptism, wedding, or just a 

special day to honor someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's easy 

to do and it will be noted in the weekly bulletin. 

The cost is $25. Checks made payable to: St. 

Peter Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church Office.  

Thank You... 

Memorial Offerings 

For blessings received, a contribution has 

been given to: Church Ministry and 

School Ministry by Richard and 

Karen Gluski 

 

In thanks for St. Peter Lutheran School, a 
contribution has been given to: 
School Ministry by Gilbert and 

Judith Schepmann, Sr. 

Thank Offerings 

Thank you to Pastor Arendell for his visit, 
prayers, and communion during my recent 
hospital stay. His words were very uplifting 
during a stressful time.  I also appreciated the 
many cards and gracious calls from my St. 
Peter family.  Thank you for your loving 
support. Blessings to all, Bill Wetzel 
 
 

Thanks to all who donated to our American 

Red Cross Blood Drive on Sunday, November 

8.  We collected 38 pints of whole blood 

helping up to 114 area hospital patients.  We 

appreciate the assistance of Lillian, David, 

Ruthann, Jeanette, Megan, Alexia, and Red 

Cross volunteer Katelynn in making this drive a 

big success.  Praise God for lives being saved 

through your generosity!  Paula Hoegemeyer 

 

The Trustees would like to thank Don and 

Diane Zienert for winterizing the sprinkler 

systems at HIS Rock and the church and 

school campus. 

In loving memory of Muriel Kemle, a 
contribution has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Ed and 
Linda Dunklau 

 

In loving memory of Charles (Chuck) 
Moschel, a contribution has been given to: 
Moving Forward by Wayne and Virginia 

Oehmke, Frieda Schluessler 
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 Connection 

Women In The Word 
Wednesday Bible Study 

 
Our In-Person Women’s Wednesday Morning 

Bible Study is canceled until further notice...Epidemic 
Order by MDHHS. 

 
Until we can meet again,  May our Lord  keep you in His 

Grace...and in His Word.   

For more Bible studies or small groups, check 
out our website stpetermacomb.com/ 

bible-studies. 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: Do 

you have a family member, loved one, or have 

an acquaintance with someone who is not 

engaging in a relationship by God’s design? Do 

you struggle with how to interact with them, not 

wanting to judge others but to show God’s love 

and just accept them where they are at? Then 

the Family and Friends of LGBT support group 

is for you! After our building reopens, we will 

meet tentatively on the third Thursday of 

each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small 

Conference Room in the Administration 

Wing. 

GriefShare:  Our GriefShare ministry is currently 

suspended until we are able to meet in person.  

However, there are groups meeting in person or 

virtually in the area.  If you wish to join such a 

group, you can google GriefShare or you can 

contact Linda Dunklau at (586) 247-5329, and 

she will help connect you with a support group.  

While we await God’s healing, Stephen Ministers 

are still available for one-on-one conversations 

via the phone, and do check out the opportunity 

to get help with the Surviving the Holidays 

presentation. 

Stephen Ministry  Did you, like me, think that 

the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus 

would last a few weeks or at most a couple of 

months?  Wow, were we ever wrong!  Now that 

the reality of this pandemic has settled in, do you 

need an outlet and someone to talk to?  Do you 

need to unload some of that frustration and 

anxiety?  Stephen Ministers are not professional 

counselors, but they are really great listeners, 

and they’re here for you.  If you want to talk to 

someone confidentially, call me, Linda Dunklau, 

at (586) 247-5329, and I will connect you to a 

Christian friend who will listen and pray with you. 

Stephen Ministry Training:  In the immediate 

future, Stephen Ministry training can probably 

not happen, but when this pandemic passes, we 

do want to conduct another training class.  We 

have streamlined the training so that your 

commitment would be approximately twenty-five 

hours of class.  For now, if you’ve been thinking 

about a way to serve your St. Peter family, 

please be praying about your possible 

involvement in Stephen Ministry.  If you want 

more information about what exactly Stephen 

Ministers do, please contact Linda Dunklau at 

(586) 247-5329. 
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Nursing Home Ministry:  our church services at the 

Advantage Care and Rehabilitation Center in 

Armada (formerly know as the Village Care Center) 

are temporarily postponed. When we are able to 

worship in person again, everyone is welcome to join 

us as we share God's Word and His love with the 

residents. They are so appreciative and the smile on 

their faces just warms your heart! The service lasts 

for 45 minutes and then you are welcome to join us 

for lunch in Armada. Car pooling is available. Please 

contact any of the ladies who attend if you are 

interested or have any questions: Lorraine Rosso, 

Nancy Aman, Vickie Wangelin, Carol Harm, and 

Marylee Mullins. 

Monday Worship & Fellowship: This gathering 

is for you if you have difficulty attending a 

weekend worship service, due to limited mobility. 

A friend, family member, or caregiver is welcome 

to accompany you. The service is held in the 

Fellowship Hall and followed by a time of 

fellowship shared around a delicious lunch. A 

free will offering is accepted. Help is available for 

parking and entering the building. Please enter 

through Door #1. As the second Monday 

approaches, please call the Church Office at 

(586) 781-3434 by the previous Thursday to 

reserve your spot for the meal. Our next 

Monday Worship & Fellowship will be 

determined at a later date. 

Upcoming Events: 

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS I’m sure we all agree that this Christmas season will be like no other.  
We are asked to avoid even small gatherings, and so isolation and loneliness are all too common.  
Imagine adding to that the loss of a loved family member or a special friend.  The season is 
anything but joyful!  While memorable happiness might not be possible, just getting through the 
season is totally do-able.  Please consider viewing the video “Surviving the Holidays” and sharing 
via zoom with people going through their own sadness and with members of our St. Peter family 
willing to walk beside you.  You must register for this presentation which will be available on 
Tuesday evening, December 8 at 7:00 p.m.  Register by googling Surviving the Holidays and 
entering your zip code and then choosing a group.  If the St. Peter time is not convenient for you, 
there are many other options.  For more information or for help in connecting with a group, just call 
Linda Dunklau at (586) 247-5329.  May God bless you with His peace, His presence, and His 
protection.  

Mark your calendars for our next 

Red Cross Blood Drive on 

Sunday, March 21. 

ATTENTION all parents of the 2020 8th Grade Confirmation class!  The St. Peter Historical 

Committee would like to have pictures of your Confirmand to be put into our St. Peter archives.  

Each year there has been a composite picture of each class. However, this year we were not able to 

do this because of the virus.  Could you please send a picture of your child to Joyce Gozdor through 

her email which is Gozziegirl@gmail.com or give her a call.  Joyce’s phone number is in the St. 

Peter church directory.  Some of the parents have already sent in a picture, to those parents we 

thank you!  We would like to see every Confirmands picture put into our archives, so whether you 

have a picture of your child wearing  his or her gown or just in their normal attire, we would certainly 

appreciate it.   

Thank you, 

St. Peter Historical Committee 
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 Education 

If you missed virtual Sunday 

School, you can watch it on 

demand on our website 

StPeterMacomb.com! 

Sunday 
School 

Keep your faith and the faith of your family growing! 
Here are dozens of great devotions, ideas, Bibles and other resources. (Viewing 

Keynotes online? Click the links below, or visit the Sunday School page on our website.)  

Ages: Baby - Toddler 

Ages: Preschool 

Ages: 5-8 

Ages: 8-10 

Ages: 10-12 

Ages: 12-14 

Ages: 14-18 

Additional resources for adult 

devotions and online Bible studies 

are available on the Resources page 

of our website. 

Interested in a safe, Christian 
education for your child for the 
2021-22 school year? For more 

information about St. Peter School 
and Preschool, please contact our 

Admissions Department! 
 

(586) 781-9296 ext. 118 

https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-baby-toddler.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-preschool.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-5-8.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-8-10.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-10-12.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-12-14.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-14-18.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/church/covid-19-updates-resources/
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St. Peter Life Team 
December Focus: Parenting a child with special needs during a pandemic 

From Focus on the Family - By Natalie Maxwell 

 

There is no getting around it, this is a troubling time for everyone. But if you are the parent of a child with special needs, this time 
can be even more stressful and intimidating. Some of us have children whose conditions classify them as high risk for facing 
medical complications from the coronavirus, COVID-19. Many of us have had to pull our children out of schools where we have 
spent countless hours making sure their IEP’s (Individualized Education Plan) are built in such a way that it ensures they are 
receiving the care and education they need to grow and thrive. Many of us have canceled therapies to limit our child ’s exposure 
to others. We are unsure of how long this will have to go on, how this will affect our child’s health, and if long term 
discontinuation will result in the loss of these services. Some of us find ourselves at home with children who require much 
physical care and we’ve lost all forms of respite we may have had. Some of us absolutely cannot be home to care for our 
children during the day but are struggling to find options for care giving. Some of us are having to weigh the benefits of 
necessary appointments with the risk of traveling and the increased likelihood of being exposed to COVID-19. Some are worried 
if necessary, medicines and medical equipment will be in short supply. 
 
If you’re anything like me, you’ve had to learn to fight isolation and seek out support and connection. Support groups, events, 
gatherings, even church has all been canceled. The reminders that pop up on my computer feel like a cruel joke. Reminding me 
of life before this coronavirus pandemic went from something, I heard about on the news to something that has shaken my reality 
and routine. 
Then there are our children, many of whom cannot understand the reasoning for the abrupt change to their life. These are kids 
who need structure, routine, and repetition to manage anxiety and behaviors. If we as the parents are feeling the stress of this 
time, how much more our precious children who want answers we cannot give them, like when their life will go back to normal. 
They are missing the faces and voices of teachers, aides, and therapists who have become as close as family to them. 
 
How can we help our children through this time, especially those with special needs, when we ourselves are facing so much 
unknown and uncertainty? 
 
I believe the key to helping our kids process and adjust to the changes they are facing is modeling for them, in an authentic way, 
our own feelings. Our kids need us to be strong for them, but they also need us to be real with them, to tell them it’s okay to be 
sad and scared. We need to be intentional to walk out our faith in front of them. Sending them a message with our words and our 
actions that being a Christian doesn’t mean that we’ll never have fears, but it means we don’t hang on to them. The Bible tells us 
to “Cast all of our anxiety on God, because He cares for us.” (1 Peter 5:7) Our eldest son struggles with anxiety. He is always 
looking towards the next thing that he has planned. Knowing his schedule (and the schedule of our whole household) gives him 
a sense of control. Not having his normal, not seeing the people he is used to seeing when he knows he is supposed to see 
them, has been extremely difficult for him. Every child is going to react to change in their own way and I believe it’s our job as 
parents to look for clues into what is going on in their hearts and minds. Instead of dismissing their frustration and being annoyed 
by their meltdowns, I think now is a time where we need to let them know they can talk to us. If your child is non verbal this may 
mean voicing for them certain feelings, validating them, and just being present with them. I know for so many of us, our lives 
have been turned upside down so this is easier said than done but try to give your children some kind of predictability in their 
days. It can be something as small as playing the same song every morning or reading them the same book every night before 
bed. There will be moments of joy and light during this time. Look for them, create them, and invite your kids into them with you. 
 
I know for myself, God has used my children and their special needs to teach me how life is fragile and precious and should 
never be taken for granted. They have taught us that there are no guarantees in this life. That there is a time for grief and a time 
for acceptance. They have taught us to find beauty in the broken and scary places. They have taught us to trust that at our 
weakest, God’s strength and grace will prevail. Above all, my children have taught me that this life is temporary and there is 
freedom in letting go of control and embracing that God is good even when our circumstances are not. 
 
I believe we can protect our children, but not give in to panic. I believe we can wipe our tears and rely on God’s never-changing 
love to carry us through the unknown. I believe we can take this season on one day at a time. I believe we can look into the eyes 
of our children and be reminded of God’s faithfulness, trusting that He will turn this season of sorrow into a season of celebration 
because isn’t the truth of that weaved into all of our stories. 
 
Pray… 
For parents with a special needs child, that they would be comforted by God’s never-changing love to carry us through this time 

of ‘unknowns’ 

For all special needs children that they feel God’s love surrounding them and be blessed with God’s peace that passes all 

understanding. 

And finally, that our family of faith lifts these families up in prayer, show them the love of Jesus and support them in any way that 
we can. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
BY BETTY J. YOUNGBLOOD 

Income and expenses continue to track very consistent with recent months.  Overall income is up 
2.7% while expenses are down 3.2%.  Early in 2021, a detailed summary and analysis will be 
provided. 

2021 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN TO 
THE MOVING FORWARD CAMPAIGN 
WE HAVE ONE MORE YEAR TO GO 
AND ALREADY YOU HAVE LOWERED 
THE DEBT BY 2 MILLION DOLLARS.  
WOW, THAT’S WORTH CELEBRATING!  
NOW WE ENTER THE FINAL PHASE.  
LET’S PLEDGE TO FINISH STRONG.   
 
 
Stewardship tithing is something that our 
members strive to do annually.  During 
November, we encourage our members to 
prayerfully consider their regular 
intentional giving to support the mission 
and vision of St. Peter in the coming New 
Year.  Everyone should give, not out of 
responsibility but with a grateful heart for all God has done for him or her.   
 
This year, members will be able to pledge on-line and/or in person.  To pledge on-line go to 
www.St.PeterMacomb.com and click the following three (3) buttons:  Church, In the Know and 
Moving Forward.  There you will find a form to help you enter your desired regular intentional 
giving for 2021 a 1-Year Pledge and Year 3 of a 3-Year Pledge to the Moving Forward 
Campaign.  Once submitted, the Finance Office will receive notification and your stewardship 
tithe will be recorded into the Church database.  To make on-line payments you can follow the 
“Link” provided at the bottom of the form and/or click on the “Giving” tab.  When setting up on-
line payments for your “General Operating (Tithe)” and/or the “Moving Forward Fund 
(Debt Reduction)” be sure to read the steps listed.  If new, create a profile and indicate 
donation frequency and start date.  Your profile is always amendable and the Finance 
Office is available to help if you want assistance and/or encounter any issues.  Don’t 
hesitate to call!    
 
If you are not filling out a pledge card on-line, we will have them available in the Church Office or 
in the Narthex area of the Church.  The formal presentation of giving intentions during worship 
services has past but it is never too late to submit a pledge card.  When the pledge is received, it 
will be placed on the altar as the others have been.  You can place the form in an offering plate 
or bring/mail to the Church Office.  For your convenience, there is a DROP BOX located on the 
brick wall just outside the Church Office entrance (Door #28). 

(Continued on pg. 12) 

http://www.St.PeterMacomb.com
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Giving 

 
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 
The 2021 Offering Envelopes will be available for pick-up in the Fellowship Hall area on Sunday, December 
6 and 13 during the hours of 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.  Those coming from the parking lot will enter at Door 
#2 and exit through Door #3.  Members of the Board of Finance will be there to greet you and to help with crowd 
control.  For those attending worship at 11 o’clock they will be able to come from the Narthex into Fellowship Hall to 
obtain their box.  During the pandemic, we want to be sure that everyone is safe and that safety and cleaning 
protocols are followed.  Envelopes will also be available with a 24-hour advance notice during the month of 
December by calling the Church Office at (586) 781-3434 to arrange for pick-up or by emailing 
fschluessler@splcs.net.  
 
Please be advised, 2021 offering envelopes would be mailed sometime in January if there exists a shelter in place 
order from the State of Michigan or Federal Government that extends through the end of this year.  Otherwise, 
parishioners are encouraged to adhere to the dates mentioned above or make other arrangements with the Church 
Office.  Any person who has not been supporting the church financially since July 2018 or there is no address on 
file has had their offering envelope number removed.  A new number can be issued if the individual calls the Church 
Office and speaks to Frieda Schluessler.  
 
In 2022, all offering envelopes will be renumbered.  This process is required periodically to cut down on the cost of 
boxed envelopes.  
  
DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THE NEW CHARITABLE DEDUCTION? 
To help alleviate the economic devastation caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, Congress has 
enacted the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act). Among its provision is a brand new 
universal deduction for charitable contributions. 

In 2020, taxpayers who do not itemize may now deduct up to $300 per year in charitable contributions. Such 
deductions must be in cash (no property like old clothing), and given to a 501(c)(3) public charity.  Contributions to 
non-operating private foundations, support organizations, and donor advised funds do not come within the new 
deduction. 

Since this is a universal “above-the-line” deduction, taxpayers do not have to itemize to claim it. The IRS 
requires taxpayers to keep a written record of all cash contributions. For cash donations under $250, donors can 
use a bank statement or other documentation that substantiates that the payment was made. For all cash donations 
above $250, the donor must have a document or receipt from the nonprofit.  The church will mail your 2020 
financial statement to your present address in January if contributions are above $250.   
 
Contributions received or postmarked by December 31 will be applied to your 2020 financial statement.  For your 
convenience, there is a secured DROP BOX located on the brick wall just outside the Church Office entrance (Door 
28) to collect your donations.   If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the Church Office.  
 
 
CHARITABLE IRA DISTRIBUTIONS 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to 
a charitable organization.  The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include: 
• The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI).   
• The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income. 
• The charitable amount counts towards the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as 

calculated annually based on age and account balances.  In 2020, the CARES Act does give allowance to 
the individual to suspend the RMD. 

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be 
received by the account owner). 

Stewardship 

Pledge Form 

mailto:fschluessler@splcs.net
https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/cares-act-learn-about-the-key-new-tax-provisions.html
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Fiftieth Anniversary of The Schantz Pipe Organ 
 
The year 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of the designing and building of our Pipe Organ by The Schantz Organ 
Company of Orrville, Ohio for Our Saviour Lutheran Church on Elmdale Avenue in Detroit, Michigan.  The Schantz 
Organ company has been in business 147 years, beginning in 1873. 
 
The story is told that the old Pipe Organ at Our Saviour was failing and in bad shape.  It developed ciphers (Notes 
that keep playing even though no key is pressed) on Easter Sunday.  The Rev. Dr. Edward Buchheimer, who 
served as Pastor of Our Saviour for 60 years and John T. Miller, Director of Music, set out to replace the old 
organ.   The contract was signed in January 25, 1968, and the vision became reality when in 1970, the new Pipe 
OrganOpus 991, was completed by The Schantz Organ Company and installed by The Muller Pipe Organ 
Company of Croton, Ohio.  The Organ was considered State of the Art and one of the first Pipe 
Organs Consoles to have solid-state controls. 
 
The Schantz Pipe Organ served the Our Saviour congregation until the Church closed and the building was sold to 
The Detroit Public Schools.  The Michigan District Church Extension Fund Board had the Organ removed from the 
Church by The Muller Pipe Organ Company and stored in Ann Arbor, MI for several years.  In April of 1999, the 
Voters’ Assembly of St. Peter, voted to purchase the Organ in anticipation of building a new Sanctuary. 
 
In 2004, the Organ was sent to The Muller Pipe Organ company to be refurbished and enlarged for the St. Peter 
Congregation using pipe work from a church in Toledo, OH.  New electronic controls were also added.  Muller 
spent six months working on the organ and in early 2005, it was ready to be installed at St. Peter.  One problem 
though.  Due to construction delays, the new Sanctuary was not yet complete.  The pipework and wind chests were 
once again put in storage at a warehouse owned by Rick and Nancy Gordon and the Organ Console stored in the 
Music Room of the School.   In January of 2006 the Sanctuary was ready for The Muller Pipe Organ Company to 
install the Pipe Organ. On June 11, 2006, the Pipe Organ was dedicated by Rev. Dr. Robert Kasper and a 
dedication concert was given by Mark Schultz. 
 
When the Pipe Organ was built for Our Saviour, it consisted of 47 ranks and 2,884 pipes.  Muller enlarged the 
organ to 53 ranks and 3,066 pipes with 4 manuals. The main pipes of the Organ are located on the South side of 
the Sanctuary with pipes for an antiphonal division on the North side.   
Our Saviour paid $77,919 for the Organ.  St. Peter purchased the Organ from Church Extension fund for 
$35,000.  Another approximate $315,000 was spent to refurbish and enlarge the Organ.  Today, the estimated 
replacement value of the Organ is $1.4 million. 
 
The Muller Pipe Organ Company is a fifth-generation family of organ builders tracing it roots to Germany and The 
E.M. Skinner Organ Company in the U.S.  The current company began in 1919. Muller has been involved with this 
Organ since the beginning.  Muller installed and ultimately removed the Organ from Our Saviour, refurbished and 
enlarged the Organ for St. Peter and continues to service, maintain and tune the Organ twice per year. 
 
The Pipe Organ was made possible by the leadership and members of St. Peter and of our Music Directors, Erv 
Aufdemberge, Irene Beethe and Mark Schultz.  Ed Dunklau, Terance Fiebelkorn, Don Koch and Grace Poyma also 
served on the Organ Committee. 
This Organ has provided music for countless Worship Services, Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings, Ordinations 
of Pastors and Funerals for both Our Saviour and St. Peter congregations.  All to the Glory of God.  
 

Information for this article was provided by Jeffrey Dexter of The Schantz Organ Company, Mark Muller of The 
Muller Organ Company, Erv Aufdemberge, Ed Dunklau and Terance Fiebelkorn. 

Submitted by Terance Fiebelkorn. 

It is important to remember that St. Peter History is not meant to show how great St. Peter is, but how amazing 

God is as He works through His Word and Sacraments among us. History is His story. Our History is a Ministry that 

proclaims His great deeds to future generations. 

HISTORY CORNER 
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for January Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on December 15. 
Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - atebay@splcs.net. 
All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 

Mr. Tim Leinberger 
Principal 

 

Rev. Mark Arendell 
Associate Pastor 

Mr. Jason von der Lage 
Director of Student Ministry 

Rev. Craig Meyer 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Saturday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Monday 

6:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Traditional 
Traditional 
Traditional 

Modern 
(POSTPONED) 

17051 24 Mile Road, Macomb, Michigan 48042 
Church: (586) 781-3434   School: (586) 781-9296 

StPeterMacomb.com 

Please visit StPeterMacomb.com to see other 
opportunities to worship through Sunday School, 

Bible studies, small groups and more! 

Worship Service Times: 

St. Peter Lutheran Church and School is a member congregation of The LCMS. 

Mrs. Sandra LaPerriere 
Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Deborah Lowry 
Preschool Director 

Mr. Robert W. Costa 
Director of Modern  

Worship and 
Communications 


