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KEYNOTES 

January 2021 
Our Mission is to Glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

Wow, how things have changed. In a matter of a month I went from being Associate Pastor to Interim Sr. Pastor. While 
none of us expected this, least of all me, it is where we find ourselves. It is at this time that I am so thankful for all of you. 
All the volunteers and members of St. Peter give so much of their time, talent and treasure. It amazes me! The church 
and school staff do so much. If you spend any time with them, you would know they see their position as a calling to 
serve. 

I had all this in mind early in November as I drove to church on a Sunday morning. I thought about all that was happening 
and what the future might be like and took the long way in. I stopped by a pond that Cherrie and I like to visit. I stood 
there looking at the pond watching the sun rising and I could not find peace with all that was going through my mind.  
Then there was a sound that broke the silence. I recognized the sound, but I had heard it so seldom I was not sure what I 
heard. It was at that moment a red tail hawk flew from a tree on the far side of the pond. Just as it got over head, I heard it 
cry out. It brought chills to me to hear the sound I heard only in movies and TV. That was not the end of the show. A hawk 
that was in a tree to the left of me let out a cry too. It was at this that I raised my hands and said, “Thank you.” God was 
not finished. Another hawk to the right of me cried out as well. I froze and thought, “no way.” Just to make sure I got the 
message, the hawk that flew over me called out from a tree behind me. I stood there unable to move for the emotions 
welling up. I just experienced something I never thought I would at age 64. It was an awesome display of God’s creation. 
With my face raised to the heavens I headed back to my SUV and called out, “I got the message God. You got this.” I 
started my SUV and headed for the church, as a song came on the radio. The words echoed in my swelling heart “Who 
am I to be loved by you? Who am I? Who am I?” I whispered, “Yes, who I am to be loved by you God.” 

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

The love of God is always there. Sometimes we just need a little help seeing it. That you, God, that you show us your 
love. This year as we walk through a time of transition, let us all remember who loves us. 

Coming up in January is a sermon series about goals. Join me as we look at the life and times of Nehemiah and the 
importance of God-centered goals. 

 

 
 

This has a been a year of changes. Some we welcomed and some we did not. There will be more changes to come. We 
are now in the midst of the call process of a new Sr. Pastor here at St. Peter. While this can be somewhat trying, it can 
also be exciting. It is exciting to see what God is up to. I have been through times like this and wonder “What will God do 
next?” That is what I am waiting for. I am waiting to see what God is going to do. As of the writing of this, I was reminded 
of what the Apostles did when they wanted to call another Apostle. Acts 1:23-25 So they nominated two men: Joseph 
called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 
which of these two you have chosen to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” With 
that in mind I am praying for the new Sr. Pastor. I know God has the right man to be the Sr. Pastor at St. Peter. We just 
do not know who that is yet. I am praying that God will lead him and he will know he is called to St. Peter. I pray for his 
family and the ministry he is serving at this time. I also pray for our call committee. I pray for peace and wisdom for them. 
I hope all of you will join me in prayer for our new Sr. Pastor. I personally want to thank the leadership of St. Peter and the 
call committee for willingly stepping up at this important time. I also want to thank the people of St. Peter for their support 
and prayers. 

Forms for nominating a Pastor to the Sr. Pastor position are available in the Church Office and online at 
stpetermacomb.com. You can also find the Sr. Pastor profile online as well. May all of you have a Merry Christmas as we 
celebrate the true gift of Christmas that is Jesus Christ. Nomination submissions are due by January 3.  

God Bless, 

Pastor Mark Arendell 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Jr. High (7th & 8th Grade) Sr. High (9th-12th Grade) Young Adults (College +) 

Wednesdays at His Rock 6-7 p.m.  Sundays at His Rock 4-5:30 p.m.  Wednesdays at His Rock 7:15 pm  

 

 Worship 

GOALS 

SERIES FROM NEHEMIAH 
ON WISDOM 

We all have goals! Whether 
your goal is to raise your 
grades, learn a new skill, get 
TikTok famous, change the 

world, or all of the above, there are things you want to do, 
accomplish, and become. But let's be honest — it's not always 
easy to achieve our goals. Sometimes it difficult to even know 
which goals to set in the first place! That's why, in this series, 
we'll explore the story of a guy with a seemingly impossible 
goal and the steps he took to make his goal a reality. His name 
is Nehemiah, and because of his example we can learn a lot 
about goal-setting, decision-making, leadership, and trusting 
God. Through Nehemiah's story, we'll see that big difficulties 
can inspire God-sized goals. You are designed for God-sized 
goals, God gives us strength to pursue God-sized goals, and 
God-sized goals require God-sized gratitude. 

For more information on youth group meet-ups or to 
sign up for Student Ministry emails, contact Jason at 

jvonderlage@splcs.net 

To kick off 2021, I chose the song 
“Yes I Will” by Vertical Worship. 
This past year has been tough 
for all of us. This pandemic that 
we faced has touched every 
single one of us in some way. It 
made us ask questions we 
never thought about. Where 
would we go and who would 
we see? However, in a time 
filled with uncertainty, we can 
count on one thing. He is the 
same today, yesterday, now 
and forever and will never fail 
us. (Hebrews 13:5-6, 8) The 
chorus reminds us that through 
our worship we can come to 
Him especially when facing 
adversity. (Psalm 34:17) This 
year I challenge you, when you 
face hard times, start with 
worship and persevere knowing 
that in our lowest valleys we 
can still worship. 
 
Robert W. Costa 
Dir. Of Modern Worship 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 

Worship Services 

Traditional: 
Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8 & 9:30 a.m. 
 

Modern:  
Sunday - 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday 9:30 & 11 a.m. livestreams available at 
StPeterMacomb.com 
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Service 
 

The pantry had a busy holiday 
season. Numbers of families 

attending continue to grow, as do 
numbers of volunteers! 

 
It’s been a very busy time at the 

pantry: 
 

Meijer at 23 and Gratiot 
sponsored Hope for the Hungry 

again with their Christmas simply 
give campaign. The results will be reported next month. 

 
St. Peter school had a very successful food drive for the 
pantry. Two SUV’s filled to the brim!  Much thanks to the 

students and to Karla Hardies for organizing again this year. 
 

Several students chose to support H4TH with their 
confirmation projects:  one student had a coat drive and 
collected many coats for pantry members. Sophia Wolf 

purchased personal care products and tote bags and gave us 
50 filled tote bags to distribute.  

 
Several area businesses have hosted food drives and have 
even participated in a pantry distribution.  Several athletic 

teams have come in and volunteered their time to sort food, 
drive food, or help with distributions.  

 
We gave out turkeys and the fixins for a complete 

Thanksgiving dinners to 40 families. We also gave out 
Christmas dinners to 49 families for them to take home to 

make for their families. 
 

Many St. Peter members baked cookies and helped 
assemble  decorative cookie boxes which were given out to 

90 families. 
 

January distributions are January 7 from 6-7 p.m. and 
January 21 from 1-2 p.m.  We’re always looking for new folks 

who want to come and help! 
 

Gods blessings to everyone.  
Thanks be to our great God who has blessed the pantry so 

abundantly! 
  

Karen Foust 
Hope For the Hungry 

(586) 491-0652 
karenwiegand@gmail.com 
hopeforthehungrypantry.org 

mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
http://hopeforthehungrypantry.org/
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember a 

special occasion or loved one by purchasing 

flowers for the front of church? Maybe it's a 

birthday, anniversary, baptism, wedding, or just a 

special day to honor someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's easy 

to do and it will be noted in the weekly bulletin. 

The cost is $25. Checks made payable to: St. 

Peter Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church Office.  

Thank You... 
Thank you Pastor Arendell and St. Peter family 

for your prayers, cards, and concerns during 

my many months of illness. God is good and 

has answered and I am recovering well. 

Blessings to all of you. Richard Gluski 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped put up the 

Christmas decorations and outdoor nativity. We 

had a great turnout and we were done in 

record time. Your help was very much 

appreciated! Also, thank you  to Hessell's 

Greenhouse for donating the beautiful big 

wreaths for inside and out. Your generosity 

makes this Christmas season beautiful! 

Vickie Wangelin  

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts for 

the nursing home!  Your thoughtful gifts sure 

did brighten their day!  Thank you for sharing 

God's love and spreading some Christmas 

cheer!  We will continue to collect used 

magazines for them.  The drop box is in the 

coat room.  Vickie Wangelin  

 

I, along with my family, would like to thank 

everyone, including the pastors, for their faith 

support, prayers, cards, texts, etc. during the 

passing of my dad and during my recent illness 

and hospital stay.  Having such a wonderful St. 

Peter family is a blessing that's tough to top. 

God's blessings, Jim Moschel 

We are again beginning the year to collect the 

following items for the Wellness Kits for Lutheran 

World Relief: 

Bath size bars of soap, bath size towels (new or 

gently used), adult tooth brushes, combs and metal 

nail clippers. 

If you wish to donate any of these items, you may 

deposit them into the bin marked Lutheran World 

Relief in the Church Coat Room off of the Narthex. 

Note:  Also continue collecting used postage 

stamps, lotions, soaps, shampoos, etc. These are 

also deposited into the appropriate drawers in the 

Church Coat Room. These items are sent to 

“Stamps for Warriors,” “Luke Project 52 Clinic” and 

“Turning Point.” 

If you have questions regarding any of the 

information, please contact Joyce Schwark, 

St. Peter LWML Rep. at (586) 524-9328 

Thank you! 

Because of the COVID, our Life Team is unable to sponsor our annual Baby Bottle Drive. 

Therefore, we encourage members to give directly to the FOR LIFE organizations: 

 

 Abigayle Ministries - 12313 19 Mile Road, Sterling Heights, MI 48313 

 Compassion Pregnancy Center - 37540 Gratiot Avenue, Clinton Twp., MI 48036 

 Luke 5 2 Project - 7354 Whittaker Street, Detroit, MI 48209 

 National Lutherans For Life – 1101 5
th
 Street, Nevada, IA 50201 
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Thank Offerings 

In loving memory of Roy Bock, a contribution 

has been given to: 

 

Buildings and Grounds by Wayne and Marie 

Niemann, Bill and Merlene Thompson 

Church Ministry by Duane and Ruthann Bettcher, 

Brandon and Bethany Blanchard and Family, Mark 

and Patti Blanchard, Lorraine Bock, Rod Bock, 

Larry and Robin Boeling, Paul and Karen Bowers 

and Family, John and Diane Dau, Ed and Linda 

Dunklau, William Esch, Norm and Ruth 

Eschenburg, Janet Friedli, Rich and Karen Gluski, 

Shirley Hildebrand, Neal and Paula Hoegemeyer,  

Mike and Pam Jagoda, Harold and Judie Kreger, 

Ruth Klein, Lee and Donna Lambert, Donna Miller, 

Matt and Diane Miller, Milt and Evelyn Miller, 

Wayne and Virginia Oehmke, Shelly Penzien, Tom 

Penzien and Family, Kathy Rachow, Marion 

Rockensuess, May Schramm, Nelson and Barbara 

Schramm, Jim Schwark, Gary and Phyllis Stade, 

Gary and Rita Stark, Barry and Vickie Wangelin, 

Wilma Wangelin, Charles and Grace Wolf 

Moving Forward by Gary Harder, Kathleen 

Reinhardt, Mark and Linda Schwark, Roy and 

Joyce Schwark, Janet Stange, 

Dave and Jackie Wangelin 

 

In loving memory of Jack, Arlene, John and 
Tom Friedli, a contribution has been given to:  

Church Ministry by Janet Friedli 

 

In loving memory of Wilbur and Lorraine Heldt, 
a contribution has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Wayne and Marie Niemann 

 

In loving memory of Ken Knop, a contribution 
has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Charles and Grace Wolf 

 

In loving memory of Norman and Helen 
Niemann, Pearl Niemann and Wilbur and 

Lorraine Heldt, a contribution has been given 
to: Moving Forward by Wayne and Marie Niemann 

Memorial Offerings In loving memory of Charles Moschel, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry Charles and Grace Wolf 

Moving Forward by Sandy and Jim Birko, 

Larry and Robin Boeling, John and Diane 

Dau, Bonnie Eberle, Terry and Rhonda 

Fiebelkorn, Gail Hernalsteen, Bob and Sherry 

Jedrek,  Robert and Joann Johnson, Dave 

Kukuk, Bev Mapes, Cindy Martin, Martha 

Mazurek,  Bob and Nancy McPharlen, 

Jim Moschel and Family, 

Pat Resma and Family, Lorraine Rosso, 

Ron and Marilyn Rutz, 

Mark and Linda Schwark,  

School Ministry by Mary Lou Moschel 

Youth Ministry by Jim and Joann Merians, 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Merians 

 

In loving memory of Sue Riske, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Shirley Szabo, 

Charles and Grace Wolf 

 

In loving memory of Avis Wright, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Buildings and Grounds by 

Wayne and Marie Niemann 

In Thanksgiving for the 

Wuggazer Family, a contribution has 

been made to: 

Food Pantry by Robert and 

Annette Konupek, May Schramm 

Moving Forward by Don and Gloria 

Koch, Lorraine Rosso, Frieda Schluessler, 

Mark and Linda Schwark 
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 Connection 

Women In The Word 
Wednesday Bible Study 

 
Our In-Person Women’s Wednesday Morning 

Bible Study is canceled until further notice...Epidemic 
Order by MDHHS. 

 
Until we can meet again,  May our Lord  keep you in His 

Grace...and in His Word.   

For more Bible studies or small groups, check 
out our website stpetermacomb.com/ 

bible-studies. 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: Do 

you have a family member, loved one, or have 

an acquaintance with someone who is not 

engaging in a relationship by God’s design? Do 

you struggle with how to interact with them, not 

wanting to judge others but to show God’s love 

and just accept them where they are at? Then 

the Family and Friends of LGBT support group 

is for you! After our building reopens, we will 

meet tentatively on the third Thursday of 

each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small 

Conference Room in the Administration 

Wing. 

GriefShare: is temporarily “on hold,” but we 
will be starting a new cycle in early February, 
perhaps using zoom, but hopefully in person.  
However, if you need some support sooner 
rather than later, trained facilitators are 
available to talk with you, and we can even 
direct you to a group currently meeting.  Just 
give Linda Dunklau a call at (586) 247-5329. 

Stephen Ministry: The holidays are past, the 

tree is down, the decorations are packed away, 

the cookies have been eaten, the toys are 

already broken…reality sets in, and you might 

want some relief.  If you need a listening ear, try 

a Stephen Minister.  Your conversation will be 

confidential and safely done by phone.  Although 

some of the excitement is gone, the joy of 

knowing Jesus remains.  Connect with a 

Christian brother or sister to help you navigate 

the rest of winter and the pandemic.  For 

information and a referral to a friend, call Linda 

Dunklau at (586) 247-5329. 

Stephen Ministry Training:  In the immediate 

future, Stephen Ministry training can probably 

not happen, but when this pandemic passes, we 

do want to conduct another training class.  We 

have streamlined the training so that your 

commitment would be approximately twenty-five 

hours of class.  For now, if you’ve been thinking 

about a way to serve your St. Peter family, 

please be praying about your possible 

involvement in Stephen Ministry.  If you want 

more information about what exactly Stephen 

Ministers do, please contact Linda Dunklau at 

(586) 247-5329. 
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Monday Worship & Fellowship: This gathering 

is for you if you have difficulty attending a 

weekend worship service, due to limited mobility. 

A friend, family member, or caregiver is welcome 

to accompany you. The service is held in the 

Fellowship Hall and followed by a time of 

fellowship shared around a delicious lunch. A 

free will offering is accepted. Help is available for 

parking and entering the building. Please enter 

through Door #1. As the second Monday 

approaches, please call the Church Office at 

(586) 781-3434 by the previous Thursday to 

reserve your spot for the meal. Our next Monday 

Worship & Fellowship will be determined at a 

later date. 

Upcoming Events: 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE: This year, members will be able to pledge on-line 
and/or in person. To pledge online go to www.St.PeterMacomb.com and click 
the following three (3) buttons: Church, In the Know and Moving Forward. 
There you will find a form to help you enter your desired regular intentional 
giving for 2021 a 1-Year Pledge and Year 3 of a 3-Year Pledge to the Moving 
Forward Campaign. Once submitted, the Finance Office will receive 
notification and your stewardship tithe will be recorded into the Church 
database. To make online payments you can follow the link provided at the 
bottom of the form and/or click on the “Giving” tab. When setting up online 
payments for your “General Operating (Tithe)” and/or the “Moving Forward 
Fund (Debt Reduction)” be sure to read the steps listed. If new, create a 
profile and indicate donation frequency and start date. Your profile is always 
amendable and the Finance Office is available to help if you want assistance 
and/or encounter any issues. Don’t hesitate to call! If you are not filling out a 
pledge card online, we will have them available in the Church Office or in the 
Narthex area of the Church. The formal presentation of giving intentions 
during worship services has past, but it is never too late to submit a pledge 
card. You can place the form in an offering plate or bring/mail to the Church 
Office. For your convenience, there is a DROP BOX located on the brick wall 
just outside the Church Office entrance (Door #28).  

Mark your calendars for our next 

Red Cross Blood Drive on Sunday, 

March 21. 

REMINDER to the parents of this past 2020 Confirmation Class!  The St. Peter History 
Committee is still in need of MANY individual pictures of the Confirmands. Each year there has been 

a composite picture of each class. However, this year we were not able to do this because of the 
virus. Some of the parents have sent in photos of their child. We want to thank you for that. 

However, we want to be able to have every Confirmands picture put into our archives, so whether 
you have a picture of your child wearing his or her gown or just in their normal attire, we would 

appreciate it if you could email  it to the church office as soon as possible. The email is: 
churchoffice@splcs.net .  You can also drop it off in the church office.  We will then assemble a 

composite.  
Thank you so much for your help.  

Giving 

Stewardship 

Pledge Form 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES: Members can still pick-up their 2021 Offering Envelopes.  Envelopes will be 

available with a 24-hour advance notice through mid-January by calling the Church Office at (586) 781-3434 to 

arrange for pick-up or by emailing fschluessler@splcs.net . Following the above timeframe, Finance Office will 

assess if unclaimed boxes will be mailed or stored until requested. The envelopes are costly to produce and to 

mail. Any person who has not been supporting the church financially since July 2018 or there is no address on file 

has had their offering envelope number removed. A new number can be issued if the individual calls the Church 

Office and speaks to Frieda Schluessler. In 2022, all offering envelopes will be renumbered.   

What goes up most come down - Christmas 

decoration takedown is scheduled for 

Saturday, January 9, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.  Hope 

to see you there!  Vickie Wangelin  

mailto:churchoffice@splcs.net
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CARING FOR BODY, MIND, AND SPIRIT DURING A PANDEMIC      

 

During these times of disease, fear of disease, and risk of spiritual doubt, it is 

important to remember that we all need to care for ourselves in every realm of our 

being.  Consider these suggestions for self-care: 

Body – A healthy body is more resistant to bacterial or viral disease including 

COVID-19. 

 Establish healthy eating habits including plenty of fruits and vegetables. 

 Hydrate because the proper balance between water and electrolytes in our bodies assists in 

flushing out viruses and bacteria. 

 Establish good sleep hygiene ensuring a good balance between rest and activity. 

 Spend time outdoors enjoying fresh air and the Vitamin D of sunshine. 

 Exercise daily including aerobic such as walking and non-aerobic such as stretching activities. 

 Practice good hygiene including frequent hand washing and daily dental hygiene which decrease 

the bacterial and viral load in the body. 

 Breathe deeply. Get in the habit of taking deep breaths throughout the day to reduce stress. 

 

Mind – A healthy mind overcomes fear and gives balance to life. 

 Find and pursue a hobby that you enjoy. 

 Stimulate your mind with interesting and educational reading material. 

 Call, e-mail, or text your friends regularly and keep in touch. 

 Strike a balance between work and relaxation.  

 Smile! 

 

Spirit – A spirit rooted in Jesus gives meaning to life and keeps body and mind in balance. 

 Read God’s Word daily for encouragement and connection with your Savior. 

 Worship regularly either in person or on-line to praise God and be encouraged in His Word. 

 Pray daily starting with thanks for all of your blessings and savoring your relationship with God. 

 

Health in all three realms is the key to reducing the risk of illness. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

- the Trinity - set the perfect pattern for us to live our lives.  

Ecclesiastes 4:12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of three 

strands is not quickly broken. 
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 Education 

Hope all of our St. Peter family had 

a very joyous Christmas and 

holiday season. I am very eager to 

get Sunday School up and running 

again, praying for classes to begin this 

fall. All teachers, helpers and students 

that have participated in our Sunday 

School in the past please keep in touch 

with me with good intentions of 

returning to support the teaching of 

God’s Word to children through our 

Sunday School program. In the meantime let us 

all continue to proclaim the “Good News” and 

“Go, Tell it on the Mountain!” 

 

God’s Blessings to all for a safe and 

healthy New Year! 

Pat Losey, Sunday School Superintendent 

Sunday 
School 

Keep your faith and the faith of your family growing! 
Here are dozens of great devotions, ideas, Bibles and other resources. (Viewing 

Keynotes online? Click the links below, or visit the Sunday School page on our website.)  

Ages: Baby - Toddler 

Ages: Preschool 

Ages: 5-8 

Ages: 8-10 

Ages: 10-12 

Ages: 12-14 

Ages: 14-18 

Additional resources for adult devotions 

and online Bible studies are available on 

the Resources page of our website. 

Interested in a safe, Christian 
education for your child for the 
2021-22 school year? For more 

information about St. Peter School 
and Preschool, please contact our 

Admissions Department! 

(586) 781-9296 ext. 118 

St. Peter Open House 2021 

Watch for updates on our 

website for upcoming 

Preschool and K-8 open 

houses! 

https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-baby-toddler.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-preschool.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-5-8.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-8-10.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-10-12.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-12-14.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-14-18.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/church/covid-19-updates-resources/
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St. Peter Life Team 
January Focus: The Ministry of Lutherans For Life 

Our Mission:  Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices FOR LIFE. 
 
Our Vision:  Every Lutheran, both individually and in community, upholding the God -given 
value of human life and influencing society to do the same. 
 
Gospel-motivated means compassion.  It means we don’t shout in anger.  I means we don’t lash 
out in fear.  It means we don’t accuse, assume, or assert our superiority. 
 
Gospel-motivated means we speak because our Heavenly Father has spoken to us.  He has 
spoken grace and mercy, survival and salvation, promise and power.  Gospel-motivated means we 
act because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has acted on our behalf.  He has enacted substitution 
and sacrifice, forgiveness and freedom, resurrection and relief, healing and hope.  It means we 
speak and act in gladness and gratitude. 
 
Gopel-motivated means we tell how Almighty God creates every human life as special, and 
that we treat them with that sanctity.  It means we declare how He redeems every human life 
as precious, and that we demonstrate it to them.  It means we proclaim how He calls every human 
life His own priceless treasure from fertilization to forever, and that we put it into practice. 
 
Gospel-motivated means concern not only for cute little babies and dear old ladies, but also 
for those who permit, promote, and participate in abortion and assisted suicide.  It means we 
receive every neighbor, no matter what age or appearance or ability, even the ones who look strange 
or smell funny or vote different or otherwise get under our skin, whether they hold our faith or hate it, 
we regard each one as a gift and privilege from heaven.  It means we seek not only to spare them 
from immediate deceptions and earthly threats but also to secure and safeguard their eternal 
existence. 
 
Gospel-motivated means we listen rather than just lecture.  It means we lead to the truth 
instead of beat with the truth.  It means we invite and embrace, courteous and considerate, rather 
then ignore.  It means we assist, respectful and sensitive, instead of dismiss.  It means we love and 
serve, humble and gentle, and not command and control.  It means we give to meet material needs, 
generous and friendly, and not manipulate. 
 
Gospel-motivated means we don’t make it our mission to defund Planned Parenthood.  We 
don’t make it our mission to reverse Roe v Wade.  We don’t aspire merely to win arguments or 
prevail in debates.  We don’t set sights simply on endorsing the right legislation or electing the best 
leaders.  We don’t even devote ourselves just to ending abortion and preventing euthanasia.  Of 
course, we work toward these ends and rejoice when God grants them.  But Gospel-motivated 
means bringing all the blessings of Jesus Christ to the broken one right in front of us. 
 
[article written by Pastor Michael Salemink, Executive Director of National LFL, published in 
LifeDate, Fall 2020] 
 
 Pray … 
…for Christians to work diligently in words and actions to change our culture of death (which 
supports and celebrates abortion and euthanasia) to a culture For LIFE (which defends and protects 
all human life from the moment of conception until death) 
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for February Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on January 15. 
Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - atebay@splcs.net. 
All submissions should include your contact information. Please submit articles without 

formatting in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 

Mr. Tim Leinberger 
Principal 

Rev. Mark Arendell 
Interim Sr. Pastor 

Mr. Jason von der Lage 
Director of Student Ministry 

Rev. Craig Meyer 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

17051 24 Mile Road, Macomb, Michigan 48042 
Church: (586) 781-3434   School: (586) 781-9296 

StPeterMacomb.com 

Please visit StPeterMacomb.com to see other 
opportunities to worship through Sunday School, 

Bible studies, small groups and more! 

Worship Service Times: 

St. Peter Lutheran Church and School is a member congregation of The LCMS. 

Mrs. Sandra LaPerriere 
Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Deborah Lowry 
Preschool Director 

Mr. Robert W. Costa 
Director of Modern  

Worship and Communications 

Saturday 6:00 p.m. Traditional 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Traditional 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Traditional 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. Modern 

Monday 7:00 p.m. (POSTPONED) 

Ms. Diane Hernden 
Business Manager 


