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KEYNOTES 

July 2021 
Our Mission is to Glorify God by making and growing disciples of Jesus Christ 

ST. PETER MACOMB 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

Before COVID, a friend and I were talking. Through the conversation I found out that my friend loved to fly and had several 

friends who owned aircraft.  My father, too, owned a plane that we used for all of our family vacations. We had a wonderful 

conversation about planes and flying. My friend had friends who owned helicopters which have always fascinated me. More 

than 20 years ago I had been in one. Ever since that day, I have always wanted to go for another helicopter ride. Our 

conversation was brief, but it rekindled the desire to go flying in a small aircraft. There is nothing like it! The closeness to the 

ground and the real feeling of flying isn’t something you get in a larger jet airliner. A week or so after our conversation, my 

friend called and asked if I would like to go for a ride in a helicopter. I thought I was dreaming and nearly pinched myself to 

make sure I was awake. That was months ago, and now that things have calmed down, the opportunity presented itself. So, 

Cherrie and I were on our way to the airport! The day was perfect for flying. There was light wind and the bright sky was 

dotted with a few puffy clouds. I felt like it was Christmas morning. I couldn’t wait for the helicopter to leave the ground. 

As soon as I climbed into the passenger seat, it felt like I had gone back in time to when I used to fly with my father.  A 

smile came across my face as I buckled in, knowing soon I would be flying. There is a sensation you get when an aircraft 

takes flight that is indescribable, but you know you have left the ground. When I felt it, I had to suppress the want to shout, 

“Wahoo!”   

At first, I only noticed the sound of the engine powering the blades that were keeping us aloft. That was soon replaced by 

the awe of being able to soar in the sky and look at the world as it passed beneath my feet.  As we cruised along at about 

five hundred feet I was mesmerized by how far you can see. When you are above the trees and buildings it seems like you 

can see forever. Everything looks different from a few hundred feet above the ground.  Your whole perspective changes 

when you are looking down at something.  

As we flew over St. Peter, I thought, wow! It is a big place and how wonderful it looked from above. When we passed over 

the church, I thought this must be how God sees us. Then I thought, wait a minute, that is not right. God’s view is different 

from what we think. We think God is on His throne in Heaven and He is looking down at us, but that is not even close to 

what reality is. 

 John 19:20-21 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my 

commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 

them and show myself to them.”   

God is in you! God is not looking down at you, He is going through life with you. God knows where you are, what you are 

doing, thinking and feeling. There is nothing you will go through on your own. God’s perspective is not just from Heaven, it 

is also from inside you. Now, that changes my perspective, and I hope it does yours as well. God loves you enough to make 

sure you never go through life alone. God is not only with you, He is in you. (Thank you, my friend, for the helicopter ride.) 

God bless you, 

Pastor Mark Arendell 
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Jr. High (7th & 8th Grade) Sr. High (9th-12th Grade) Young Adults (College +) 

Wednesdays at His Rock 6-7 p.m.  Sundays at His Rock 4-5:30 p.m.  Wednesdays at His Rock 7:15 p.m.  

 

 Worship 

This month I wanted to 
spotlight the song “Build My 
Life.” It was written by multiple 
authors and has many 
versions. I appreciate the sense 
of reverence for God that it 
captures. The chorus is a 
beautiful reminder of how holy 
our God is, and that we should 
be led by Him. The Bible says 
that the angels in the throne 
room of God are constantly 
declaring holy, holy, holy. They 
can't help but respond in this 
way because God is 
consistently revealing 
something new in His Glory. 
(Isaiah 6:3) If the angels, in his 
throne room, see new aspects 
of God and His Glory that are 
just being revealed to them, 
can you even begin to fathom 
how big our God is! 
 
Robert W. Costa 
Dir. Of Modern Worship 

Robert’s Music Spotlight 

Worship Services 

Traditional: 
Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8 & 9:30 a.m. 
 

Modern:  
Sunday - 11:00 a.m. 

  
Sunday 9:30 & 11 a.m. livestreams 
available at StPeterMacomb.com 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Any questions please contact: 
Jason von der Lage  
jvonderlage@splcs.net  
(810) 252-6054 (cell) 

Save the Date: 

Vacation Bible School 

August 2-5 

 

Register to volunteer: Click Here 

mailto:jvonderlage@splcs.net
https://vbspro.events/p/events/5e67ce
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Service 
 

Meijer Simply Give program continues until July 3. 
If you buy a $10 card until July 3, Meijer’s at 23 Mile & Gratiot  

matches that amount, making it $20. 
 

THANK YOU ST. PETER FAMILIES FOR SUPPORTING THIS 
PROGRAM! 

 
 Unloading date: 

July 14 - 9:45-10:30 a.m.     
**In August, we will no longer getting pre-packaged boxes to distribute 
and will need to pack our own additional boxes. The time for unloading 

will change to a later time (more like 10-10:30 a.m.). 
 

Distribution dates: 
July 1 - 4:30-7:00 p.m. 

July 15 - 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

If you are not already on the pantry email list, please contact me at karenwiegand@gmail.com and 
I will add you on. Please contact me via email or text to sign up to volunteer. We will need 

volunteers to unload more orders. Dates will be forthcoming. 
   

We still need boxes, printer paper sized only, please. They can be dropped off in front of the pantry 
building any time, but then shoot me a text so I know to bring them into the building. Also if you are 
interested in donation pickups, order pickups, building cleanup, food drives or anything else for the 

pantry, let me know.  
 

All praise, honor and glory to our risen Lord and Savior! 
 
 

Karen Foust 
Hope for the Hungry 

(586) 491-0652 
karenwiegand@gmail.com 

hopeforthehungrypantry.org 

Luke Project 52 Clinic- Donations of sample size or regular size bottles of shampoo, 

conditioner, lotions, soap, deodorant, dental floss, toothpaste, etc. are being accepted for Luke 

Project 52 Clinic.  Please deposit them into the appropriate drawer in the church coat room.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Joyce Schwark (586) 524-9328 

mailto:karenwiegand@gmail.com
http://hopeforthehungrypantry.org/
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The Green Thumb weeding group is looking for a few 

volunteers to help weed around the church and school this summer. 

The schedule is from May to October. You would be responsible for 

weeding once a month. It takes about two hours each time, which 

you do at your own schedule. Great for volunteer hours as a family. 

If interested, please contact Bob Kogelmann at (586) 781-6637. 

We continue to collect magazines 

for the Advantage Living Center in 

Armada. The collection box is in 

the coat room. Our elderly friends 

there sincerely appreciate the 

magazines. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY has not been able to serve funeral luncheons to our church family for 
the past year due to COVID. However, we would like to resume this ministry in the near future.  Our 
luncheons may not look the same as they once did, but be assured, they will be prepared and 
served with all the love and support for the members of St. Peter just as we have in the past.  We 
are putting together a team to organize these luncheons. If you feel that you would like to serve in 
this way, please contact Vickie Wangelin (586) 749-3325. You do not need to be a member of our 
Women’s Ministry – new faces are always welcome. We would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank two of our outgoing Funeral Co-chairs: Pat Ball and Corrine Schraffenberger.  These two 
ladies have given so much of their time and talents over the past several years and we sincerely 
thank them for their service.  Your presence in the kitchen will be missed! 

St. Peter will be collecting NEW 

backpacks and NEW socks for 

children ages 4-18 on behalf of Macomb 

Charitable Foundation beginning Sunday, 

August 1 through Monday, August 16. 

One of the many ways that MCF serves the nearly 1600 

homeless children of Macomb County is supplying new 

school bags for the children at their annual Shop with the 

Sherriff event. Each child will receive a new book bag, as well 

as school supplies, and other necessities. Please consider 

blessing one of these children with a new backpack and/or 

new socks. A collection container will be placed in the 

hallway of the crossroads beginning Sunday, August 1. 

Thank you so much. God's Blessings! Questions, contact 

Jackie at (586) 786-1977. 

Donations are now being taken for 

SCHOOL KITS for Lutheran World 

Relief. Following items needed 

are:   

 70-80 sheet notebooks 
 Wide or college-ruled (no loose

-leaf paper)  
 #2 unsharpened pencils  
 Blue or black ballpoint pens (no 

gel ink) 
 Erasers 
 12-inch rulers 
 Pencil sharpeners  
 Blunt scissors  
 Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons 
 Drawstring backpack-style cloth 

bags—approximately 14”x17” 
with shoulder straps (no 
standard backpacks) 

 
Please deposit items into the bin in 

the church coat room, if you have 

any questions, please contact 

Joyce Schwark (586) 524-9328.  

Thank you! 

Continue saving used eyeglasses for MOST MINISTRIES and cancelled postage stamps for LWML 

and STAMPS FOR THE WOUNDED.  Thank you to those who have been faithfully donating them in 

the past.  These items can be deposited in one of the drawers in the coat room which are marked 

accordingly. Blessings, Joyce Schwark, St. Peter LWML Rep. Questions: Call (586) 524-9328. 

St. Peter Quilters will begin meeting on September 8 at 9:00 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are interested in sewing/quilting 

and would like to help, please call Mary Ann Demetrakeas at (586) 

854-0548. You can assemble quilt squares at home, or put quilts 

together at St. Peter as a team – all help is needed.   

Always needed are large pieces of cotton fabrics (any solid colors 

or prints), and sheets (full size best) and light weight blankets or 

flannel sheets (for backings).  Materials can be dropped off by 

calling the church office  (586) 781-3434. 
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Memorial Offerings 

In loving memory of George Clark, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry Nancy Aman, The Brockway 

family, Charlotte Brohl, M/M Don Cremin, Loretta 

Ellwood, William Esch, Betty Grader, Barbara 

Godbsy and Family, Raymond and Gayle 

Granke, Carol Harm, Robert and Lori Herbert, M/

M Jenyel, Don and Cynthia King, Ruth Klein, Tim 

and Linda Klein, Dean and Lois Kratz, Dave 

Kukuk and Family, Jeff and Sandy LaPerriere, 

Don and Kathleen Marcath, Bonnie Miller, Bryon 

and Dawn Miller, Petipren, Inc., Paul and Gwynn 

Previdi, Nelson and Barbara Schramm, Eleanor 

Shoobridge, Marion Siewert, Edward Skonieczny, 

Gary and Rita Stark, David and Julie 

Swierczynski, Laurel Ullrich, Carol Vietzke, 

Marcel and Rosemary VonDoele,  

Moving Forward by Larry and Robin Boeling, 

Eldon and Donna Kukuk, Marvin and Pat Warnez 

In loving memory of Jill DeLadurantage, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Missions by Jerry and Patricia Rohen 

In loving memory of Loyce Gottschalk, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Women’s Ministry by Mel and Cary Gottschalk 

In loving memory of Jackie Kukuk, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Joyce Spade 

In loving memory of Norman Mrosewske, a 

contribution has been given to: 

Buildings and Grounds by Bill and 

Merlene Thompson 

In loving memory of Ray Penny, a contribution 

has been given to: 

Moving Forward by Nancy Penny 

In loving memory of Linda Schwarb, a 
contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Barry and Vickie Wangelin 
Moving Forward by Duane and Ruthann 

Bettcher, Bob and Judy Juengel, Shelly Penzien 
Scholarship Fund by Ray and Pat Czaiczynski  

Seminary Fund by Charles and Grace Wolf 

In loving memory of Bill Schwark, 

a contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Gary and Ronda Glefke,  

Robert and Lori Herbert, Ron and Jan Jones, Ruth 

Klein,  Jeff and Christy Kogelmann, Karen Kreger, 

Ellen Narr, Mark and Sue Marcereau & Family, 

Bryon and Dawn Miller, Milt and Evelyn Miller, 

Dale and Shirley Wiegand, John and Karen 

Palmateer, Robert and Corrine Schraffenberger, 

Dennis and Paula Schramm, May Schramm, Gary 

and Rita Stark, Madonna Stark, Gerry and Andrea 

Wangelin, Dale and Shirley Wiegand,  

Moving Forward by Duane and Ruthann 

Bettcher, Jerry and Sharon Blake, Lorraine Bock,  

Larry and Robin Boeling, Walt and Dolores Elliott, 

Don and Gloria Koch, Eldon and Donna Kukuk,  

Rosemarie Salinger, Walt and Heather Schmidt,  

Bob and Sue Schwark & Family, Marvin and Pat 

Warnez, Charles and Grace Wolf 

In loving memory of Brenda Schwark, a 
contribution has been given to: 

Church Ministry by Jeffrey and Jamie Bartlett, 
Kregg and Pam Bellhorn, Leonard and Diane 

Bertrand, Larry and Robin Boeling, Charles and 
Helen Bohm, Ralph and Denise Carnagie & 

Family, Cary and Lisa Caudell, Bob and Marilyn 
Clore, Chris and Ruth Curtice, Frank and Sandra 

Donahue, Jim and Pat Drust, Rob and Diane 
Frank, Gass Centennial Farms, Julia Geer, 

Charles and Karen Giannetti, Gary and Rhonda 
Glefke, Rich and Karen Gluski, Lois Hale, Charles 
and Frances Hamann, John and Diane Hamann, 
Carl and Karen Harmon, Robert and Lori Herbert, 
Ron and Barbara Heckmann, Ron and Jan Jones, 
Nancy King, Don and Cindy King, Tim and Linda 
Klein, Jeff and Christy Kogelmann, Karen Kreger, 

Don and Kathleen Marcath, Mark and Sue 
Marcereau & Family, Linda Mavis, Michael and 

Phyllis McGrady, Bryon and Dawn Miller, Milt and 
Evelyn Miller, Ron and Geri Milliron, Bud and 

Debby Milton, Ellen Narr, Timothy and Christine 
Narr, Chris and Gwynn Oberly, Cathy Owen, John 
and Karen Palmateer, Ron and Bonnie Sanchez, 

Arlene Sawitsky, Scott and Lori Scharich, May 
Schramm, Nelson and Barbara Schramm, Bob 
and Sue Schwark & Family, Madonna Stark, 
William and Linda Stark, Kenneth and Donna 

Steele, Gerry and Andrea Wangelin, Marvin and 
Pat Warnez, Ed Wolfenden, Lynn and 

Marlene Zienert 
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DID YOU KNOW that you can remember 

a special occasion or loved one by 

purchasing flowers for the front of church? 

Maybe it's a birthday, anniversary, baptism, 

wedding, or just a special day to honor 

someone. 

 

Please sign up in the Church Office. It's 

easy to do and it will be noted in the weekly 

bulletin. The cost is $25. Checks made 

payable to: St. Peter Women's Ministry. 

 

Questions? Please call the Church 

Office.  

Thank You... Moving Forward Jerry and Sharon Blake, 

Eldon and Donna Kukuk, Walt and  

Heather Schmidt 

Women’s Ministry by David and Darla 

Bratkowski, James and Connie Zimmerman 

In loving memory of Kathy Thompson, a 
contribution has been given to: 

Buildings and Grounds by Earl and Karen 
Heldt, Wayne and Marie Niemann, Bill and 

Merlene Thompson 

Thank Offerings 

In celebration of Evelyn Yonka’s 100
th

 
Birthday, a contribution has been given to: 
Moving Forward by Ed and Linda Dunklau 

We want to thank the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod for 
awarding us $1,150.00 from the 
Esther 4:14 Grant. We applied for 
this grant to purchase two new 
cameras in order to improve the 
quality of our stream. We do our 
best to provide a quality worship 
experience for those who worship at 
home due to the pandemic. These 
cameras provide a much more consistent feed in 
quality since we are able to use proprietary wireless 
transmitters with them. Thank you again to the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod for blessing us 
with these funds.  
 
 
THANK YOU to the many ladies who serve on the 
Altar Guild and Sunday Communion Crew!  You are 
appreciated and you're "behind the scenes" service 
to our church is a very important part of our worship 
here at St. Peter.  May our Lord Jesus continue to 
bless you and keep you in His care. 
Sincerely,  Nanette Mapes and Vickie Wangelin, 
Altar co-chairs 

Dear Members of St. Peter Lutheran Church and School 
Family, 
 
We are sending our deepest thanks and awesome praise 
report to everyone that helped with our “off campus” 
MCREST ministry in June. It was a total success! Due to 
COVID-19, you were ready and willing to help us run our 
yearly ministry in a totally different way. 
 
We wish to thank: Hope for the Hungry Food Pantry for food 
that was donated; Everyone who donated money and gift 
cards to help us purchase items needed; Everyone who 
donated food items and supplies; Everyone who donated 
time to shop, prepare, package, and deliver meals; Thrivent 
for Action Team funds; All the prayers and support, 
especially from both of our Pastors. 
 
Whatever you did for our program was exactly what was 
needed at the exact time that we needed it. As we move 
forward during these uncertain times, may we all continue to 
trust God for our future and remember that He is in control.  
He does have a plan for all of us, and He is certain about 
our future! 
 
To you, our dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Thank-You! 
May God bless all of us with His spirit of peace and 
thankfulness, as we move forward and continue to seek 
ways to help those around us who are less fortunate than 
we are. 
 
In His service, St. Peter MCREST Leadership Team  
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 Connection 
Women In The Word 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 

Our Bible Study will recess for summer. 

God has been so good...Thank you to 

Anne Westphal for leading our weekly group from 

January-May. Thank you to May Schramm for 

leading our group from September-November. 

Thank you to Nancy and Mel Dodson for our Bible 

Study in their barn from September-

November.  Thank you to Paula Hoegemeyer for 

taking our temperatures each week. Looking forward 

to our return in September, when we will begin with 

a new study. May God Bless You with a safe and 

happy summer.  Karen Gluski 

Upcoming Events: 

For more Bible studies or small groups, check out our website 
stpetermacomb.com/ bible-studies. 

LGBT Family and Friends Support Group: 

Do you have a family member, loved one, or 

have an acquaintance with someone who is not 

engaging in a relationship by God’s design? Do 

you struggle with how to interact with them, not 

wanting to judge others but to show God’s love 

and just accept them where they are at? Then 

the Family and Friends of LGBT support group 

is for you! After our building reopens, we will 

meet tentatively on the third Thursday of 

each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Small 

Conference Room in the Administration 

Wing. 

St. Peter Macomb Annual 

Golf Outing 

Friday, July 30 at 10 a.m. 

For more information, please contact: 

Roxanne Thatcher (586) 615-5700 to reserve 

your spot or to sponsor a hole. Call Lisa 

Ventimiglio (586) 405-9272 to donate a prize. 

IT WILL HAPPEN  After a delay of many, many months, in-person GriefShare is returning.  Our 
first gathering will be September 21, and we will end the cycle in mid-December before the 
Christmas rush.  On that same Tuesday evening, we will also have our initial meeting of 
DivorceCare with the accompanying program for children, DC4K (Divorce Care for Kids).  Stay 
tuned for more details and for registration.  However, if you have an immediate need, these 
ministries are offered on-line and a Stephen Minister is always ready to listen confidentially to your 
concerns.  Please contact Linda Dunklau at (586) 247-5329 for details and directions. 
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 Education 

Preschool 

Play-based early childhood curriculum in a loving 
Christian setting. 

Class Offerings: 

 Little Wonders (2 Year Old with Parent) 

 Shining Stars (3 Year Old With Parent) 

 3 Year Old Classes 

 4 Year Old Classes 

 KinderBridge (formerly Young Fives) 

Kindergarten—8th Grade 

 Christ-Centered Environment 

 Academically Challenging 

 Gifted and Talented Education Program 

 Small Class Size 

 Technology Lab 

 Media Center 

 Resource Room 

 Extra Curricular Activities 

 Athletics 

 Half Day, Full Day or Progressive 
Kindergarten options 

St. Peter Lutheran School is accredited 
from the National Lutheran School 

Association (NLSA) and the Michigan 
Association of Non-Public Schools 

(MANS). 

Non-Discrimination Policy: St. Peter Lutheran School 
believes that discrimination is contrary to the philosophy, 
nature, and mission of the school. Therefore, St. Peter does not 
and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or 
ethnic origin in its admission policies or educational and other 
school administered programs. 

For the 2021-2022 School Year 



9 

Keep your faith and the faith of your family growing! 
Here are dozens of great devotions, ideas, Bibles and other resources. (Viewing Keynotes online? Click the 

links below, or visit the Sunday School page on our website.)  

Ages: Baby - Toddler 

Ages: Preschool 

Ages: 5-8 

Ages: 8-10 

Ages: 10-12 

Ages: 12-14 

Ages: 14-18 

Additional resources for adult devotions and 

online Bible studies are available on 

the Resources page of our website. 

We are so excited to start up Sunday School this Fall.  “Rally Day” will be Sunday, 

Sept. 12.  It will run from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Crossroads. This is a time for 

the students and parents to meet and get acquainted. The following Sunday, Sept. 

19 all Teachers, helpers and students will meet in their respective classrooms. Parents 

are encouraged to pre-register their children online at StPeterMacomb.com. 

As in the past years, we will be using Concordia Publishing House (CPH) curriculum. 

We are pleased to continue our “Special Needs Ministry” for  children 3 yrs. and above. 

This is a class set up to teach and assist children that need more one on one care/

attention in order to understand the love of Jesus and His Word. 

We want to thank Miss Elizabeth Bellhorn and Mrs. Suzy Harrington for their many years of teaching our 3

-year and 4-year-old student classes. May God bless them for their loving and devoted service.  Also, we 

wish to thank Mrs. Liz Roe and Mrs. Liz Zurawski for teaching our 4th grade and 1st grade.  May God 

Bless them for their service. We will miss all these teachers very much. 

As you can see, I have quite a job set before me to seek several teachers to replace the former teachers. 

If you would be willing to teach or help in our Sunday School, please call me at 

(586) 786-0499 or e-mail me pg.losey@yahoo.com. The blessings received by working 

in this ministry are infinite. 

May our loving Lord Jesus make it all possible to continue this most valuable ministry 

to the children at St. Peter. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pat Losey, Sunday School Superintendent 

Sunday 
School 

https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-baby-toddler.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-preschool.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-5-8.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-8-10.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-10-12.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-12-14.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/assets/uploads/sites/685/2020/09/Ages-14-18.pdf
https://stpetermacomb.com/church/covid-19-updates-resources/
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St. Peter Life Team 
July Focus: Faith vs Culture 

In the past several years, big tech, the media, and political parties have attempted to silence the 
Christian voice in the public square. For example, Facebook, Twitter, TV news broadcasts, etc. have 
worked diligently to remove all mention of anything connected to God’s Word and the truth of those 
words. Giants’ are roaming the land…just as they did when Joshua led God’s people into the 
‘promised land’. 
 
Recently, American Family Association has asked citizens to support Fight for Schools, a group of 
parents pushing to recall six of nine Loudoun County Public School [LCPS] board members. For the 
second time in as many months, the Loudoun County Public School board has come under fire. This 
time, teachers and parents are speaking out against the district's policy of requiring staff to recognize 
and sanction transgenderism by using pronouns that don't fit the biological make-up of students.  
 
Leesburg Elementary teacher Byron "Tanner" Cross addressed the regular LCPS monthly school 
board meeting about the district's pro-transgender policy. He told the board, "I serve God first and I 
will not affirm that a biological boy can be a girl and vice versa because it's against my religion. It's 
lying to a child, it's abuse to a child, and it's sinning against our God."  
 
Two days after telling the school board he would refuse to "lie to [students] regardless of the 
consequences," the school announced Cross had been put on immediate leave from his duties as a 
physical education teacher, according to Foxnews.com. 
 
Alliance Defending Freedom Senior Counsel Ryan Bangert said the district’s retaliation against the 
teacher for exercising his rights doesn’t only violate the First Amendment’s protection of free speech, 
but also its protection of Americans’ right to freely exercise their religious beliefs.  “That is a clear and 
unqualified violation of the First Amendment...All citizens have the right in the First Amendment to 
speak their mind about proposed government policy. We have the right to redress grievances with our 
government. We have the right to speak freely on issues of public concern. And that’s all Cross was 
doing.” 
 
JUNE 7, 2021 By Paulina Enck https://thefederalist.com/2021/06/07/loudoun-county-teacher-suspended-for-speaking-at-
school-board-meeting-sues/  and AFA Action Alert <info@Inform.afa.net> 
 
God’s Word to His people as they prepared to enter the ‘promised land’ was “Be strong and 
courageous…”  That is what Christians in today’s culture are commanded to do…to stand firm against 
the lies and deception promoted by worldly leaders.  Are we prepared to do that?  Are we willing to 
strongly, vocally oppose beliefs that ignore, belittle, or deny the truth of God’s Word?  We are called 
to be different than the world…to let the light of Jesus shine through us into the darkness of our sinful 
world. 
 
Pray: 
 
- that Christians boldly stand for and proclaim God’s truth in the darkness of our culture…that our 
words and actions reflect His commands…that we do this because we love those who are being 
deceived 
 
- that parents teach their children that they are called to be ‘different’ than the world…that they not 
seek to ‘fit in with the crowd’ 
 
- that Christian organizations and churches not be threatened into silence…or into compromising the 
Word of God 

https://Inform.afa.net/optiext/optiextension.dll?ID=rZYrZCw8JFryrzeFVRT3tkSn6%2BblRAFBqhbE9y5qTrJr0bcH4vFhCg8yxfnv4MpvNtLA6p3Uu5vcRCRvR0IzVi1KaHkehYokDMxBYNrK
https://Inform.afa.net/optiext/optiextension.dll?ID=rZYrWSVf2JdBlWiikS_gihiHWlCWHmGPEgoFnWuloClnQMDH4LotrLaKD%2B5dfsNBsiYxPBbLo9%2BgRi0eRZAcPbeFYz3r3nM4n04lpHXr
https://thefederalist.com/author/paulinaenck/
https://thefederalist.com/2021/06/07/loudoun-county-teacher-suspended-for-speaking-at-school-board-meeting-sues/
https://thefederalist.com/2021/06/07/loudoun-county-teacher-suspended-for-speaking-at-school-board-meeting-sues/
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ST. PETER’S VALUES 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

 
To glorify God by 

making and growing 
disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Articles for August Keynotes must be submitted before 4 p.m. on July 15. 
Please submit all articles for consideration by email to Allison Tebay - 
atebay@splcs.net. All submissions should include your contact information. 
Please submit articles without formatting in a Word document. Thank you!  

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of 

the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of age. 
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